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(r\ Eventi 
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“‘"LETTER 




s DESIGN DAYS DUBAI takes place this month with its showcase of the world s best collectible 
and limited edition furniture and design, we thought it timely to explore the 
notion of COLLECTING. From vintage fashion to iconic photography, we meet the 
NEXT GENERATION of creatives who are making collecting cool. Turn to page 

58 to discover how they are turning their passions into THRIVING BUSINESSES. While 
some of us gravitate towards amassing works of a particular artist, say, or in the case of gallerist Sylvain Gaillard 

interviewed on page 36, SpongeBob SquarePants dolls, the concept doesn’t necessarily mean coveting just 
one specific type of product. Instead, it’s more of a design philosophy and attitude. Interiors 
tastemakers are embracing MODERN ECLECTICISM, resisting the urge to decorate in one 
style and opting instead to mix pieces from different eras gathered over the years 
to create a LAYERED LOOK. Use our expert tips on page 5 1 to ensure the result 
appears curated, rather than just plain chaotic. To some, the concept of 
collecting might hint at excess consumption, yet the opposite is true. The 
approach is about buying less, but buying better and investing in 
TIMELESS PIECES you will love for a lifetime. For me, that means works 

by this month’s cover star, furniture designer Nada Debs, whose multicultural 
background has inspired her to create pieces destined to become FUTURE CLASSICS. 



Follow me 
on Instagram and 
Twitter 

(S)juliamaile 





JULIA MAILE 

{(iimj hAlilor 


From top: A view of Beirut 
from the 0 Monot hotel 
rooftop; Fusion candle 
holders by Nada Debs 
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Bag, Dhs3,350, 
Eddie Handmade 


Sunglasses, 

Dhsl,750, 

Chloe 


Plate, Dhs399, 
Indigo Living 


Ring, Dhs33,080, 
AS29 at S*uce 
Rocks 


Lanterns, Dhs59 
and Dhs80, Crate 
and Barrel 


Combine soft blush tones with 
sophisticated steely grey 

Compiled by JULIA MAILE 


Fabric and wallpaper, 
Dhs825/m and 
Dhs635/m, Pierre Frey 


Earrings, 
Dhsl,650, Dior 


N ARCISO 


Dining table, 
Dhs52,570, 
Ginger & Jagger 


Chair, Dhs27,750, by Hans J 
Wegner at Discover & Deliver 


parfum, 
55, Narciso 
)driguez 


26|Harper’s BAZAAR INTERIORS 


“CHOICE 




PRICES APPROXIMATE 





esMma 


WWW.DEKTON.COM 


XINADORI 


RAFA NADAL 

ACADEMY^^'' ■' *“ 


DEKTON' 


sasaros g 


In order to become the number one in the world 
you have to play unlimited, you have to win 
on all surfaces indoors and out. 


For this reason, Dekton aspires to always be at the edge 
It is the number one option for indoor kitchens and bathrooms 
and outdoor surfaces of all kinds. 

Its physical features make it resistant, durable, aesthetic and versatile. 


DEKTON IS UNLIMITED. 


DEKTON 


designed by COSENTINO^ 


CONTACT: Al Thuraya Tower 2, 6th floor office 24, Media City, RO. Box 500F1 7 Dubai, United Arab Emirates CosentinoMiddleEast 

Ali Maarrawi, Middle East General Manager / Tel: +971 55 6252907 / Email: amaarrawi@cosentino.com 

www.silestone.com / www.ecobycosentino.com / www.cosentino.com/ / www.scalea.es / www.sensabycosentino.com/www.dekton.com 


rAFA NADAL 


DEKTON. UNLIMITED 









\^r'4 


Differences don t require any explanation. They should simply be lived 


'’til';.' 


V"'i 


r Jj 

i Will 


‘f 




if ilffl 








' H .'f ’ 


! I 




■i 



Vl!. 


[' i«fe' 


' tlii 


11 ifei ll 


mm . ' 


Experience the difference personally with 
a visit to our gallery and see our range of 
appliances that even professionals will envy. 
Available at our showroom, Gaggenau Galleria, 
Jumeirah Beach Road, Villa 571, near Islamic 
Art Centre, Tel: +971 4 3944049, and also at 
all major kitchen retailers. 

For more information and a list of partners, 
please visit www.gaggenau.com/ae 
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SHANGHAI GARDEN BY DESIGNERS GUILD AT MAISON D’ART 
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Luxury BOHEMIAN style evokes the tastes 
of a well-travelled eurator 




Pendant lights, 
find similar 
from Dhs450 at 
Madam Stoltz 
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HOTTEST 


p^fteUy plate 


Rug, 

Dhs5,420, 
Ember by 
Rodarte at 
The Rug 
Company 


^ A fashionable ( X )LLAB( )R AT1( )N with the 


promise 


luxur^ 


Quirky aeeessories addV\YV and personality 


Plate, Dhs420, 
Dana Finnigan 


Lamp, Dhs2,770, 
House of 
Hackney 


^ QL) 


Chair, Dhs44,460, 
by Finn Juhl 
at Discover & 
Deliver 


Timeless elegance comes 
courtesy of an ICON of 
Danish design 


Candle, 

Dhs350, 

Byredo 


1996 
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LATEST 


Wall decoration, 
Dhs3,820, Cities 


Wallpaper, 

Dhs625/30cnn, 

Hermes 


Mirror, Dhs4,390, 
Indigo Living 


Pitcher, 
Dhsl39, Crate 
and Barrel 


Dish, Dhs89, 
Crate and 
Barrel 


Satchel, 

Dhs7,815, 

Chloe 


Id colour 


Plate, Dhs2,240, 
Tanagra 


Glass, Dhs59, 
Crate and 
^•'-BarreH 


Ai Weiwei limited 
edition book, 
Dhs7,180, Taschen 


Boots, Dhs7,250, 
Louis Vuitton 


Tableware, 
from Dhs290, 
Missoni 


Vase, Dhs7,300, 
Alexander Lament 
at En Vogue 
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come from a family of creatives; my 
mother is a genius in garden design, my 
1.;™ father can build almost anything and my 
H sister is a wonderfully talented painter. 

Their resourcefulness and willingness to ! 
take on challenges to create beauty has always 
Wbeeri^a major influence in my life. ; • • 

I After working in media and event's for d 5 
i ; years and as a stylist for Bazaar Interiors, I 
m _ began freelancing, which allowed me to 
^ launch Living Green in October 2Q14. Its a 
concept that was born from a desire to create a 
sustainable alternative to the hundreds of cut 
flowers that are'flbwn to the UAE. 

^■‘.■■7 All of our green designs are lovingly 
handmade in Dubai and are suitable for both 


indoor and outdoor areas. They corne in two ”':'y 

---’’ll.*. I .. ,■ 

categories; long life plants like succulents and 
ferns, and short life plants like' hydrahigeas^ and . 
orchids. The plants are low-jm^pten^ce so work. 
well as bespoke installations for everitsi retail, or ■ 
home spaces. My design inspiration cprh'es from 
shops on Plant Street in Satwa, catwalk colour 
trends and the flower artist Azuma M^oto, who 
is known for his botanical. sculptures:lii ' f:, . 

Creating greater awareness of the ■importance 
of sustainability and green choices in the Middle-;i.;vji^| 
East is one of my main aims, trying Grto is a 
testament to this, as we reticle thempss and' 
twine from the short life plants to! rtiake' gorgeous ' ‘ 

new creations for the next-event.'^’ ; ' I ,,:: , " / - 

@lwmggreenme ... 




WoTTtterBazi^ Intenors 




Clockwise from 
top right: Christian 
Louboutin and 
other limited edition 
sneakers; Limited 
edition Jeff Staple 
Pigeon; Fragrances 
and Louis Vuitton 
boxes collected over 
the years; Decorative 
mirror from Italy and 
sculpture by Turkish 
artist, Ahmet Nejat 





ART 

HOUSE 

Bazaar Interiors gets up close and 
personal with committed collector 
SYLVAIN GAILLARD 


F or Swiss private banker turned gallerist Sylvain Gaillard, it 
was the five metre high ceilings that cemented his desire to 
live in his Burj Daman apartment. “I have always dreamed 
about living in a duplex because its a great canvas upon 
which to hang my art collection,” he says of the two 
bedroom apartment he shares with his marketing 
executive wife, Valdeta. The couple relocated to Dubai from Geneva six 
months ago so Sylvain could take on the role of general manager of Opera 
Gallery, DIFG, and since then the couple have created a stylish sanctuary 
filled with contemporary art and designer collectables. 

“I started collecting art during my twenties when I was a student,” says 
Sylvain. “I would buy limited edition prints or unique photographs for 
$100, but every time it felt like I was buying a Picasso, it made me so 
happy.” Over the years his tastes have grown more sophisticated and now 
he takes a disciplined approach to collecting. “I buy two pieces per year, 
and I have strict criteria, whereby the artist has to 
be alive, I have to meet him or her, and the piece 
should not exceed a certain amount.” 

Sylvain has transformed his love for collecting 
art from a hobby into a career. “After more than 10 
years working for banks, I became jaded and 
wanted to do something else. The turning point 
came when I was doing a portfolio review with a 
client. When I ended up spending half an hour 
reviewing his assets and three hours talking about 
art, I knew something was wrong.” His career 
defining moment came when he was approached 
by the Opera Gallery. “I now go to work every day with a huge smile on 
my face,” he says. “I must be one of the rare gallerists who reads Bloomberg 
and Artnet with equal enthusiasm.” 

While he’s reluctant to pick a favourite work on display in his apartment, 
Sylvain is excited about his recent acquisition of a painting called Village 
Magician by Baseem Rayyes, a Syrian artist based in Sharjah. “We had 
another work by the same artist in the gallery and I was sad when it left: for 
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Top: Munny by 
Kidrobot signed by 
the couple’s friends 
alongside a limited 
edition figurine 
received as a gift and 
Alexander McQueen: 
Savage Beauty book. 
Right: Village Magician 
by Baseem Rayyes 
and candy sculpture 
by Laurence Jenkell. 
Left: Photographic 
tribute to the couple 
love for shoes 


‘I HAVE ALWAYS DREAMED ABOUT 
LIVING IN A DUPLEX BECAUSE IT’S A 
GREAT CANVAS UPON WHICH TO 
HANG MY ART COLLECTION” 

Sj Ivain G a i 1 1 a r d , gallerist 


delivery,” he says. “I told the client he had bought one of my favourite 
pieces and his response was priceless. He said, ‘I will send you regular selfies 
with the painting in the back.’ After that, I called Baseem and he agreed to 
do a commissioned work, which now sits proudly in the living room.” 

Admitting to being “a bit OCD”, Sylvain’s love for collecting goes 
beyond just art. As a graduate student, watching SpongeBob SquarePants 
on the Nickelodeon channel during study breaks quickly became a daily 
habit. “One day I bought a small SpongeBob doll and that’s how things 
started. I am a compulsive collector, so I wanted to own all the other plush 
dolls, which led to more items.” Sylvain is in good company when it comes 
to his love of the quirky character. “SpongeBob is a permanent fixture in 
the world of art and fashion,” he says. “The artist Kaws has been producing 
paintings for years, Marc Jacobs has one tattooed on his arm and the 
character has been the subject of many collaborations with fashion brands.” 

As gallery manager, Sylvain’s fashion attire for work is necessarily formal 
- he favours tailor-made shirts, pastel trousers and suit jackets - but he 
injects a dose of fim into his footwear. “People are used to seeing me 
wearing spiky Louboutins,” he says. So enamoured is he with shoes, he’s 
lost count of his collection. “I must own more than 60 pairs. I have a large 
collection of Nike, including Air Max 90, Air Jordan 4 and Flyknit Trainer.” 
But he’s not a collector in the pure sense. “I wear all my shoes, I refuse to 
have sneakers sitting on a shelf and I never resell any of my limited edition 
pairs, ril probably get buried with some pretty decent kicks on my feet.” 


Top: Vintage Mickey 
Mouse plush toy. 

Right: Sylvain 
with SpongeBob 
SquarePants 
memorabilia. 
Left: Charlie Chaplin 
painting by Mr 
Brainwash 
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Plates, from 
Dhs75, Rometti 


Cushions, 
Dhs845 each, 
Inigo Elizalde 


Coat stand, 
Dhs6,661, 
by Polart at 
Cities 


Stool, Dhs830, 
by Nayef 
Francis at 
Cities 


Vase, Dhsl79, 
Crate and Barrel 


Shoe, Dhs400, Mulberry 


Tea pot, 
Dhs200, T2 
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ransition is always 
disconcerting. 

For me, the 

change from 
editor to 

columnist has offered fresh 
perspective on a habitual 
scene; the Paris furniture fair, 

Maison et Objet. It may not 
have the style and sass of 
Milan’s Salone, or the cutting 
edge cool of the London 
Design Festival, but it’s 

perhaps the only reason to tread the frozen streets 
of Paris in January; to meet the industry 
folk and get a little sense of design’s 
direction this year. 

If you’re a first time visitor, there are 
eight giant halls to navigate. Most are 
jammed from window to door with a 
universal display of decor faux pas - from 
shabby chic to Christmas tinsel; after all 
this is the fair for all tastes (however good 
or bad). I always gravitate towards those 
contemporary brands showcasing smart 
new concepts. As Fair Director for Dubai’s 
own furniture fair, I’m there to hunt for 
products or brands that may make the edit 
for our own show in October. 

There’s no prescription here; the best 
finds are almost always discovered by 
chance. This year, Moser makes an instant 
impression. The luxury Bohemian crystal 
glass manufacturer presents an avant-garde wall 
of colour: handmade geometric vases in 
gemstone shades I know will resonate with the 
UAE’s love of bold and bright things. 

Seemingly trapped in my 
love affair for artisan 
glassware, I find myself at the 
Daum stand, and fortuitously 
bump into interior designer 
Martyn Lawrence Bullard, 
whose clever celebrity stylings 
have graced both the cover 
and inside of Bazaar Interiors 
over the years. He presents 
the pieces he’s designed for 
Daum and Havilland; a 
dinner service, centrepiece and chandelier, a witty 
take on the Garden of Eden - with apple, serpent, 
et al. He’s inspirational and good humoured - 
giving me the skinny on his latest projects and 
promises to visit. (I’ll keep you posted). 

A visit to the Sieger stand is obligatory. I meet 


TREND 

HLWTER 

People in glass houses should 
applaud the designer, says 
Downtown Design Director 
RUE KOTHARI 


creative head Christian Sieger - one of 
the visionary brothers that have revitalised 
traditional tableware. Next, an impromptu 
meeting at Fornasetti turns into a 
celebration, sampling the brand’s own 
bubbly made from Barolo grapes. Lunch with 
Preciosa follows, to discuss the epic new 
chandeliers they are producing for the region, 
and a visit with Saint-Louis, to discover the 
modular chandelier system they have devised for 
lovers of bespoke luxury. 

Of course, not all the action is to be had at 
the fair. The majority of liaisons happen ‘Off 
Deco’ - a visit to Lelievre’s studios to pore over 
the latest fabrics and an enlightening hour at de 
Gournay exploring the heritage of their hand 
painted papers. I leave, convinced that I simply 
don’t have enough pattern in my life; both 
aesthetically and figuratively. 

As with every January trip to Paris, it ends with 
a warm fuzzy feeling, the yearly shindig at the 
sprawling residence belonging to Baccarat designer 


Clockwise from top: 
Missoni home collection; 
Damien Hirst for Lalique; 
fabrics from Kvadrat; 
Haviland plate and cup 
by Martyn Lawrence 
Bullard; De Gournay 
wallpaper 


Mathias. He is a gifted collector with an inscrutable 
eye and an infallible enthusiasm for life. From the 
salon to the kitchen, the dining room to the 
reception - the home is filled with people. On 
closer inspection, these people are some of Paris’ 
most respected designers and artisans in their 
natural habitat; talking about design and feasting 
on Mathias’ home-roasted meats and breads. It is a 
fitting end to a week that has become one I treasure 
more each year, a time to feel part of a design 
community that stretches across the globe. 

Follow Rue on Instagram and Twitter 

@RueKothari 
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DESIGN 

ICON 

Dutch design wonder, MARCEL 
WANDERS, creates a world of 
fantasy with his whimsical flair 


ere to create an environment of LOVE, LIVE 
_ with PASSION, and make our most exciting DREAMS COME TRUE’... Words by Marcel 


Wanders that epitomise his mission as one of the most AVANT-GARDE designers of our time. With a 


body of work that spans more than two decades, it was in 1996 that his breakthrough ‘Knotted Chair’ 


brought him international recognition for a design that united traditional and high-tech materials. In 2001, he co-founded one 
of Europe’s most successful design companies, MOOOI, where he serves as creative director 

responsible for selecting future designers and creating MEMORABLE collections for the label himself An architect of 
DREAMSCAPES that never cease to entertain and captivate the public, MARCEL was named by Businessweek as one of 

Europe’s ‘25 Leaders of Change’ in 2002 and awarded the GOOD DESIGN AWARD in 201 1. His surrealist 


style and historical references are encapsulated in projects such as the ANDAZ HOTEL, 




Amsterdam, where the interior looks to the Dutch Golden Age with Delft 
ceramics and tulips. It is no wonder the New York Times 
labelled him the ‘LADY GAGA OF DESIGN.’ 


Marcel Wanders’ 
popular Knotted and 
Tulip chairs. The Delft 
rug and Egg vase are 
created for Moooi. 
Available exclusively 
at Superstudio.me 
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FASHION FORWARD 

Calvin Klein fans can now add a dose of the brand’s 
signature understated luxury design to their homes 
with the UAE launch of the Calvin Klein Curator 
Collection. Available exclusively at Interior’s Dubai 
showroom, the collection includes contemporary 
pieces for the bedroom, living and dining room crafted 
from luxe materials such as polished walnut, glass and 
natural oak. lnteriorsfurniture.com 
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New destinations to visit for a deeor update 

NEWS 
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NEW YORK STATE OF MIND 

For luxury furniture with an industrial edge, 
check out new online concept store, The 
Bowery Company. Inspired by New York, it 
brings a curated collection of design 
accessories from around the world all the 
way to Dubai. The website’s Gift Corner is 
our new go-to for stylish home accessories, 
each presented in a chic gift box. 
Theboweryconnpany.com 


WELCOME HOME 

For years H&M has tormented us by not offering it’s 
trend-led home decor concept on these shores. But 
that’s set to change this month with the launch of 
H&M Home at Dubai’s Deira City Centre and the Abu 
Dhabi Mall. With a focus on natural textures and 
geometries, top of our list is the woven storage bin 
and monochrome blanket. Hm.com 


ii 


(ffVfts.,. ARTSY APP If you're an art enthusiast 
with a desire to become a collector, this is the app for you. Free to 
download, it provides access to the worlds lanjest database of 
eontemporary and historical art alonq with eomprehenswe co verage of 
galleries, museums and international art fairs. But best of all, it allows you to 
eonneet with galleries around the world to pureha.se .select works .straight from the app. 
Simply browse, like and collect art, .straight fromyourphone. Art.sy.net 
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Above: Omar’s 
collection of 
Adidas and Jordan 
sneakers. Right: 
Nakkash Gallery’s 
collector’s edition 
floor lamp by 
Jorge Moura 


Above top: Marlies Dekkers shares 
her Fornasetti plate collection 
Above: A collection of collections; 
books, DVDs and toys captured by 
Philosopher King 


0 3d 


Left: Tarik posts his collectible 
Think Tank limited edition vinyl 
cover by Blur Below: Matches 
from around the world shared 
by The Idea, Miami 


s 


polamidsnapper 


Ol7h 


<»18w 


tarikjohnSS 


iNsm 

UFE 

This issue we explore the 
Instaworld's most unique 
collectibles. Discover 
and admire... 





^ evakammoun O 9m 


d'owntowndubai 


Above: Shafiq’s collector’s 
edition action figurines 


Above: Eva Kammoun shares her father’s collection 
of vintage Etisalat prepaid cards 


shafiq0895 


eid 


Right: Polaroid 
Snapper’s 
impressive haul 
of retro cameras 
Below: Downtown 
Dubai’s classic car 
show 


Follow (§)HARPERSBAZAARINTERIORSdnd the Acting Editor Julia Maile on Instagram @JuliaMaile 
Use 0HARPERSBAZAARINTERIORS and your Instagram picture might make it into next month’s edit 
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3 easy pieces. 

Our low-profile, modular Annexe Seotional is designed for 
the ultimate flexibility in arranging floor plans, espeoially 
for the spaoe ohallenges of apartment living. 


New and in our stores now. 


o 


facebook.com/CrateandBarrelMiddleEast 



Mall of the Emirates I Mirdif City Centre 


Crate&Barrel 






SfflMNG 
THE LICiHT 
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Featuring the hottest new works by starehiteets 
and mega-watt designers. Design Days Dubai 
returns for its fourth edition with an all-star 
cast. Taking place from March 16-20, 2oig, the 
regions only collectible design fair is bigger 
and better than ever, with a record breaking 
line-up ofyy international exhibitors. With so 
much great design on show. Bazaar Interiors 
previews this years unmissable highlights 


BE CURIOUS 

One of a kind design-art pieces don’t get any more 
experimental than those presented by New York City 
design gallery and boutique, Chamber. The destination 
shop to trump all destination shops, founder Juan Garcia 
Mosqueda was inspired to create a modern day cabinet de 
curiosites featuring limited edition art, rare designs and 
special objects unavailable anywhere else. Central to its 
ethos are collaborations with an artist or designer, who 
each curate an entire collection. First up is Job Smeets of 
Studio Job, whose edit includes the Spectacle Lamp 
(pictured above) alongside other commissioned, rare and 
vintage works by diverse designers such as Maarten Baas, 
Tom Dixon and Viktor & Rolf. Chambernyc.com 


IMAGES SUPPLIED 
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Above: Inaho Light 
Installation, Hideki 
Yoshimoto Centre: Pixel 
Table, Ilia Potemine. 

Right: Imagination Tools 
Cabinet, Daphna Laurens. 
All at Gallery S. Bensimon. 
Below: Untitled Vases, 
Sandra Zeenni, Galerie 
Silbereis 


FRENCH CONNECTION 

Trust the French to know a thing or two about good 
design. Dedicated to the discovery and promotion of 
contemporary ceramics, Paris’ Galerie Silbereis makes its 
Dubai debut with Gustave Tiffoche’s unique work of 
three flowers, alongside a set of vases with Phoenician 
forms by the French-Lebanese artist Sandra Zeenni. 
Following a well received fair debut last year. Gallery S. 
Bensimon returns with a stunning new collection of 
design objects produced with an emphasis on natural 
materials. Galerie-silbereis.fr, Gaiierybensimon.com 
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DOWN 

TO 

EARTH 

Celebrate nature’s diversity with 


the classic combination of 


wood and metal 


Birdsmouth 
Table, Adam 
Goodrum, 
Broached 
Commissions 



DESIGN FROM DOWN UNDER 

Based in Melbourne, Australia, Broached 
Commissions is a creative direction house, 
design studio and gallery, which explores the 
idea of globalisation through the perspective 
of design. For Design Days Dubai, its exhibit 
includes pieces by designers from England, 
Japan, China and Australia, who reflect upon 
colonisation and the Australian gold rush. 
Flighlights include Adam Goodrum’s 
Birdsmouth table; taking its name from the 
Birdsmouth mast invented in the mid-19th 
century, the table legs are manufactured in 
the same traditional method that was used to 
make the mast. Broachedcommissions.com 
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THE LOCALS 

At the heart of Design Days Dubai’s success 
is its commitment to the regional design- 
art community. From Beirut to Ajman and 
beyond, this year’s edition salutes the 
growing appreciation and worth of the 
Middle Eastern design scene. 

• Cities Renowned for its selection of 
international and regional designers, Cities 
built on the success of its original concept 
store in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia to launch a 
second outpost in Dubai last year. Cities’ 

collection at this year’s Design Days Dubai 
focuses primarily on wood, with man’s 
interaction with nature acting as inspiration. 
Flighlights include the dramatic limited 
edition Abyss table by Christopher Duffy. 
Citiesdubai.com 

• Nakkash Gallery Founded by noted 
interior architect Wajih Nakkash in 1983, 

Nakkash Gallery remains at the forefront of 
the UAE’s design-arts movement. Flome to 
limited edition art pieces and collectible 
furniture that spans a gamut of eras and 
design styles, this Dubai gem continues to 
inspire, educate and influence the tastes of 
the region’s design lovers. 
Nakkashgaiiery.com 
• Art Factum Gallery Located in a 
renovated steel factory in Beirut’s industrial 
Quarantine District, Art Factum Gallery was 
created with the aim of introducing new 
talent and promoting more established 
local designers with a focus on regional 
materials and crafts in the production of 
one-off design pieces. 
Artfactumgaiiery.com 



Right: Mirror, 
Jorge Moura, 
Nakkash Gallery. 
Below: 
Beechwood 
Table, Marc 
Baroud, Art 
Factum Gallery 


Above: Abyss 
Table, Duffy 
London, Cities. 
Left: Sideboard 
2, Jorge Moura, 
Nakkash 
Gallery 


r 


Liquid Glacial 
Table, Zaha 
Madid, David Gill 
Galleries 




In the design world, there is no woman more powerful than Zaha Fladid. The 
Iraqi-British doyen has built a stellar career creating some of the world’s most 
impressive modern architecture, along with covetable design pieces. This year, 
prepare to be wowed by Zaha’s VorteXX light sculpture, presented by Zumtobel 
(pictured above right). The designer’s Liquid Glacial table (nominated for the 
Design of the Year Award 2013 by the Design Museum, London) will be 
presented by David Gill Galleries. And if that’s not enough, Wiener Silber 
Manufactur will also be displaying Zaha’s stunning vases. Zaha-hadid.com 
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THE CLOUD 

Look up to the clouds and lose yourself... This is 
Commonplace Studio’s intention for viewers of its 
never-before-seen installation. Belying its seemingly 
random formation, twenty-eight pendant lamps are 
suspended in space creating a cloud like composition. 
Combined with blown glass, super glossy chromed 
aluminium and custom-built micro-projectors 

embedded within each 
lamp fixture, the lights 
orchestrate a weather- 
like spectacle, 
suggesting moving 
images of moody skies. 
The bespoke 
installation, designed 
to serve as a new 
medium to meet, 
discuss and to dream, is 
brought to Dubai by 
the fair’s long-time 
show-stoppers, Victor 
Hunt Designart Dealer. 
Victor-huntcom 




Leather Hammock, 
Saher Samman, 
Tashkeel 


THE FUTURE 

Committed to nurturing the next 
generation of regional creatives, 
Tashkeel engages designers, makers 
and artisans based in the UAE to 
develop a range of products that 
exemplify a design aesthetic innately 
from the Emirates. Following nine 
months of mentoring and workshops 
with established designers, the four 
UAE-based designers enrolled in the 


2014/2015 class of Tashkeel’s Design 
Programme - Talin Hazbar, Rand 
Abdul Jabbar, Saher Samman and 
Latifa Saeed - will unveil the results 
of their hard work at this year’s 
Design Days Dubai. The limited 
edition products will be part of 
Tashkeel’s newly-established design 
product label ‘Tanween’, which will be 
available exclusively through 
Tashkeel. Tashkeel.org 



THE DEBUTANTES 

Continuing its tradition of providing worthy galleries with their first Middle Eastern 
platform, Design Days Dubai plays host to some of the hottest names in design-art. 

• Gallery ALL Established in 2013, Gallery ALL is one of China’s first galleries dedicated to 
exhibiting limited-edition furniture and design objects. Aiming to facilitate a design 
dialogue between the East and West, the gallery has spaces in both Beijing and Los 
Angeles, allowing it to introduce exceptional designs to the Chinese market while 
promoting Chinese designers to a global audience. The gallery also boasts fabrication 
facilities in both China and the US, which encourages a more holistic approach to design, 
fabrication and display. Gallery-all.com 


• Gallery FUMI. The first 
gallery to open in Shoreditch, 
London, in 2008, Gallery LUMI 
quickly established itself as a 
key player in the international 
design scene. Objects are 
usually made by hand by the 
designer in a small workshop 
context, or in small batch 
production fusing modern and 
traditional workmanship. Lor 
2015, the gallery will present a 
series of new pieces 
commissioned specifically for 
the fair created by an all-star 
cast of designers including 
Rowan Mersh, Sam Orlando 
Miller and Studio Markunpoika. 

Galleryfumi.com 



00 Lounge Chair, 
Thomas Lemut, 
Gallery FUMI 
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BEST OF BRITISH 

Crafts Council’s dedication to nurturing, promoting and protecting British 
design has led to some exemplary pieces that showcase the very best of the 
United Kingdom’s traditional and modern craft capabilities. On show will be 
works by Rebecca Gouldson - best known for creating richly textured bespoke 
metal artworks - and glassworks by maestro Aline Johnson. Also making their 
way from the UK to Dubai are sculptural vessels by Simone Brewster, the 
‘Corporate Marble’ series by Nicholas Gardner and a Fay McCaul room divider, 
splendid in its copper and oak-wood glory. Craftscouncil.org.uk 


Left: Copper 
Screen, Fay McCaul. 
Right: Monoscope 
Wall Pieces, 
Rebecca Gouldson. 
Both Crafts Council 








REGIONAL 

The world is your playground so 
look for designers with a 
strong local slant to their work to 
make a unique statement 


Left: Catenary Arch, 
Daniella Mooney. 
Right: Siamese 
Twins, Justine 
Mahoney. Both 
Southern Guild 


Since its first regional showcase at Design 
Days Dubai’s inaugural edition, this power- 
house of South African design has cultivated a 
faithful following amongst the region’s design elite. 

For this year’s fair. Southern Guild aims to convey the 
multi-faceted nature of South African design, featuring 
diverse pieces including sculptural works by artists Justine 
Mahoney and Daniella Mooney. Southernguild.co.za 
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CYRIL ZAMMIT Since helping to launch 

Design Days Dubai in 201 1, Parisian-born fair director Cyril 
Zammit has worked with the world s top designers and industry 
professionals to cement the fairs position as the definitive 
modern and contemporary design show. Privy to the elite world 
of collectables on show, he reveals exclusively to Bazaar Interiors 
his pick of this years most lust-worthy design pieces. 



Southern Guild 

“This South African gallery are masters at 
bringing high craftsmanship to an urban 
contemporary world. The LALA Surma 
collection cabinets by Dokter and Misses are 
handmade and hand painted - simply perfect 
for any setting.” 

Gallery ALL 

“Straight lines, sharp facets and an explosive 
expression in brass, the Split Chair by Chinese 
designer Zhoujie Zhang is part of an 
extraordinary line series experimenting with a 
^mathematical approach to design.” 
arpenters Workshop Gallery: 
admire Vincent Dubourg’s skills at giving a 
ust material a fragile finish. Vincent works 
av^ay from Paris in a remote atelier - a foundry 
close to Clermont-Ferrand - where he brings 
alive masterpieces in steel or aluminium every 
two to three years.” 

Chamber NYC: 

“Nothing signifies the bright future of a new 
gallery better than collaborations with masters 
like Alessandro Mendini. The 24 karat gold- 
plated totem is a precious vase... Not for the 
faint-hearted!” 

Gallery FUMI 

“It takes exceptional vision and understanding 
of the soul of a material to render one of the 
most rigid materials known to man a subtly 
composed fluidity. The steel piece by Tuomas 
Markunpoika is an ode to his mettle.” 




From top: LALA 
Surma collection, 
Dokter and Misses, 
Southern Guild; 
Split Chair, Zhoujie 
Zhang, Gallery ALL 
From far left: 
Bhanga Alu, 
Vincent Dubourg, 
Carpenters 
Workshop 
Gallery; Camino 
Totem, Alessadro 
Mendini, Chamber; 
Engineering 
Temporality 
Cabinet, Studio 
Markunpoika, 
Gallery FUMI 
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73 Series by Omer Arbel 

Standard fixtures and bespoke installations 

bocci.ca 
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photography by: Gwenael Lewis 



COMPILED BY JULIA MAILE AND PRATYUSH SARUP PHOTOGRAPHY: BIRGITTA WOLFGANG/SISTERS AGENCY 



“4 HOME SHOULD 
FEEL COLLECTED 
NOT DECORATED^ 



THE LOOK I 

There’s a fine line between a 
room that appears collected over 
time and just plain chaotic. The key is 
to choose a primary style - 
modern, traditional, contemporary 
- then layer in vintage, antique and 
bespoke pieces to suit the 
particular design focus 


An overly coordinated interior can make a 
home feel dated. AgataKurzela, head of 
interiors at AK Design, explains how to invest 
wisely to create a sense of layered luxury 


-'•fi 




COLLECTORS 


INVEST IN... TIMELESS ANTIQUES 

“Whether it’s an armoire rescued from a crumbling French chateau or a vase signed by 
Picasso, well made pieces that have survived the test of time give a space personality 
and depth,” says Agata. The trick is to avoid a top-to-toe look, as a room filled with 
nothing but antiques can feel like a museum. Achieve balance by teaming an elegant 
antique Biedermeier era sofa with a boxy reclaimed vintage chest used as a coffee 
table. Or break up an antique dining set; pair the table with industrial chairs, then use 
the matching chairs in another part of the house, such as a bedroom vignette. A great 
source for antiques in the UAE is 19th Century Antiques in Emirates Towers, Dubai. “A 
Pandora’s box of rarities, it offers an unrivalled selection of predominantly French 
paintings, sculptures and fine furniture,” says Agata. 19centuryantiques.com 
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The bespoke dining table , 
in glass and metal was 
designed by the house’s 
owner, Mathieu Ducournau. 

The Robert Mallet-Stevens 
dining chairs were 
purchased second h^d and . x- 

reu p bpteejied^^^ 


INVEST IN... BESPOKE DESIGN 

“Like a couture gown, there’s nothing 
quite as luxurious as a piece designed 
specifically for its owner,” says Agata. "It’s 
worth lies in its individuality... Choose a 
piece by the right designer and there’s 
the potential for it to appreciate 
exponentially in value.” Whether the 
commission is the result of a frustrated 
search for just the right piece or a love 
affair with a maker’s style of work, a 
bespoke design allows complete control 
over the furniture’s look and feel, offering 
endless possibilities. “The clearer you are 
about what you want, or don’t want, the 
easier the design process will be,” says 
Agata. “Think about function, size and 
position in the room.” Bespoke pieces are 
an investment, so consider making it the 
focal point of the room; a flash of red in 
an otherwise neutral setting draws the 
eye to a bespoke dining table, without 
dominating the space. For a home-grown 
touch, consider commissioning an 
established local designer such as Khalid 
Shafar. Khalidshafar.com 





COLLECTORS 


INVEST IN... QUALITY VINTAGE 

Incorporating the right vintage piece into a design scheme provides a sense of 
authenticity. “Juxtapose the curved organic shape of an Arne Jacobsen Swan 
chair with the stark clean lines of a contemporary white console to avoid a room 
looking like it’s stuck in the ’50s,” says Agata. When buying vintage - particularly 
mid-century modern - be wary of knock-offs. “If there is no manufacturer 
marking, the piece is probably not an original.” Serious collectors should keep an 
eye out for prototypes from the first years of production, or pieces owned by 
someone crucial to the design’s icon status. Genuine vintage pieces can be 
difficult to track down in the GCC, so look online at sites such as lstdibs.com. Or 
opt for a licensed reproduction; Ikonhouse stocks brands such as Vitra, which 
holds the license to reproduce Jean Prouve’s furniture, lkonhouse.com 





Exclusive one-offs or limited edition 
pieces with an artisanal flavour give a 
space a unique identity and talking point. 
‘Such works are usually statement pieces, 
so give them room to breathe by 
incorporating them into an otherwise 
neutral interior,’ says Agata. As well as 
being aesthetically appealing, a work 
signed by the designer also has the 
potential to be a savvy investment. “A 
limited edition piece by a creative star 
such as Marc Newson, Ron Arad or Zaha 
Madid is an ideal way to embark on a 
design investment journey,” says Agata. 
Innovative British design company 
Established & Sons has introduced a 
number of covetable limited pieces by 
well known designers such as architect 
Amanda Levete and cutting-edge talent 
Barber Osgerby. Closer to home, the 
Unfolding Unity stool by Aljoud Lootah 
offers a gateway into the Middle Eastern 
design ethos. Establishedandsons.com; 
AIj'oudlootah.com 


■ TheS 
drawer 
byShTc. 

Established & Sons 
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Diamond chair, Dhs5,410, Harry Bertoia 



12 enduring style icons 
you're guaranteed to love 
for a lifetime 


Round 
French oven, 
Dhsl,030, Le 
Creuset 


"Have nothing in your house that you do not know to be USEFUL, 
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Noguchi Table, Dhs5,880, Herman Miller 


or believe to be 


BEAUTIFUL' 


William Morris 
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TViENEW-GEN 

C.OLLECTORS 

Introducing the UAE-based creatives turning their 
passion for collecting into thriving businesses 

Words by JULIA MAILE AND PRATYUSH SARUP 
Photography by REBECCA REES 
JULIA MAILE 


VINTAGE EASIIION 

Maha Abdul Rasheed, owner of Bambah boutique 


‘TVe always had a passion for vintage - I used 
to go through my mother and grandmother’s 
photographs and long for their style. I’ve been 
a collector for nine years and I love traveling 
the world hunting for unique, one-off pieces at 
boutiques such as Vintage Bar in Le Marais, 
Paris, or the Rose Bowl Flea Market in Los 
Angeles. In 2010, after a great deal of research, 
I decided Dubai was ready for a vintage 
boutique and the idea of Bambah was born. 
When shopping for vintage, I recommend 


always trying on clothing before buying it and 
rejecting any items that fit too tightly, as older 
seams can rip much more easily than new 
garments. While there are really no rules on 
how you should wear vintage - the whole idea 
is to have fun experimenting - I believe it’s 
better to mix and match vintage pieces with 
today’s trends. And by wearing just one vintage 
item at a time, it will stand out as the focal 
point of the outfit, rather than competing with 
other pieces.” Bamhah.com 



“THERE ARE REALLY NO RULES ON HOW YOU 
SHOULD WEAR VINTAGE... THE WHOLE IDEA IS 
TO HAVE FUN EXPERIMENTING” 

Maha Abdul Rasheed, boutique owner 
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“IT IS THE EMOTION A 
THE VIEWER THAT IS 

MEASURE OF ITS WORTH” 

Nadia El B ar k a , Gallery Dire 
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1 C ONI C PHOTO C R A P H Y 

Nadia El Barka, gallery director at LUMAS gallery 


‘T was working in fashion in the ’80s and at the office we had these 
stunning coffee table books with one magnificent image after another. It’s 
when I first laid my eyes on the 1939 Horst classic, The Mainbocher 
Corset. I wanted to know more - who was this girl? Where was she in her 
life? Then Madonna recreated it in the music video for Vogue, beaming 
the image into the consciousness of a new era. Today, photographs are 
like little gems to me - slivers of people’s lives. Personally I love the works 
of Herb Ritts; it meant something to be photographed by him... A kind 
of stamp of approval on stardom. And who could ignore Damien Hirst’s 
pure genius? When investing in photography, it’s wise to ascertain if the 
photographer is a master of his chosen technique. How rare is the picture 
and the moment in time? But ultimately it is the emotion a picture stirs 
in the viewer that is, to me, the true measure of its worth.” Lumas, com 
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Nadia with a signed, 
linnited..edition print 
Kate Moss by- Ralph 
Ueltzhoeffer 



VINTAGE 

TIMEPIEGES 


Tariq Malik, co-founder of 
Momentum watch boutique 





“My love for watches started in the early ’90s 
with a limited edition Swatch Goldfinger I 
bought when I was 16. A few weeks later I 
sold it to a client who paid three times the 
price. It opened my eyes to trading and now 
not a single day goes by where I don’t think 
about watches. I love the history, stories and 
provenance. I often wear two watches because 
I don’t know which one to choose. Collecting 
does not always mean investing; the watch has 
to reflect your personal taste. Choose a watch 
with a good resale value from an established 
brand such as Patek Philippe, Rolex, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre or IWC. Condition is key; 
whether it’s vintage or contemporary, always 
buy from a reputed dealer or auction house to 
ensure all parts are original and well kept. In 
Dubai, Momentum is the only vintage watch 
boutique but internationally there are a few 
good dealers. I love to browse for watches at 
the Miami Beach Antique Show, then it’s 
straight to the airport as there’s no money left 
in my pockets.” Momentum-duhai.com 
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CONTEMPORARY ART 

Grace Hauser, curator at XVA Gallery 


“I was lucky to grow up surrounded by artists 
and art lovers. Through my mother, Mona 
Hauser, who founded the XVA Gallery in 
Bastakiya in 2003, I was afforded a rare glimpse 
into the creative and commercial sides of the art 
world, and found both aspects fascinated me no 
end. I started asking questions about what makes 
‘good’ art and why one artist is more successful 
than another. This led me to the art history 
programme at NYU Abu Dhabi. As I graduate 
this May with a better understanding of the art 
world, I can say without doubt that nothing 


compares to an artwork that finds its place in 
your heart and soul. One of my favourite works 
in my home is a canvas by the artist Jonathan 
Gent. Maybe it’s because I know Jonathan 
personally, but his work resonates with me at a 
spiritual level. The Iraqi creatives Walid Siti and 
Halim A1 Karim fascinate me for their unique 
voices and completely different expressions. 
Where can one find great art? As my mother 
says, ‘Everywhere. Just an open eye and heart are 
in order.” And with the Louvre opening soon, 
it’s about to become even easier.” Xvagallery.com 
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Mohsin with Smoke 
Chair by Maarten Baas 
and Rabbit Lamp by 
Front Design both 
for Moooi, and Spun 
Table by Tom Dixon 


IT’S A MATTER OF (iREAT PRIDE 
TO HAVE WORKS BY SOME OF MY 
DESIGN ICONS IN THE GALLERY, 
BUT IT DOESN’T MEAN I’VE 
STOPPED C O L L E (] T I N ” 
Mohsin J aw a h e r i , s t u d i o owner 


MODERN DESIGN 

Mohsin Jawaheri, founder of Superstudio 


“Working in the UAE design and build industry for 1 8 years was a 
creative education of sorts, as I began to genuinely appreciate the 
workmanship found in well-designed furniture and lighting. Somewhere 
along the way I fell in love with the Flos Taccia floor lamp - a classic that 
continues to inspire me to seek out exceptional design pieces. My Moooi 
Smoke chair is another favourite that has stood the test of time. I spotted 
a gap in the market for accessible top-end design products and 
Superstudio was born. It’s a matter of great pride to have works by some 
of my design icons like Tom Dixon in the gallery, but it doesn’t mean I’ve 
stopped collecting... The T96 executive desk designed by Osvaldo 
Borsani for Tecno in 1956 is top of my must-have list.” Super studio. me 
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The imposing Tudor exterior of jewellery 
designer CORA SHEIBANTS Cotswolds holiday 
home belies a vibrant contemporary art-filled interior 


111 











Eames chairs and coffee 
table by Ettore Sottsass. 
Opposite: Cora Sheibani 
with side table by Hans J. 
Wegner and art work by 


Swiss artist Daniel Spoerri 
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hen regular guests at childhood family dinners include the likes of 
Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquiat and Ettore Sottsass, a career in 
the creative world seems inevitable. But although it must have been 
tempting for Swiss-born Cora Sheibani to follow in the footsteps of 
her legendary art dealer father, Bruno Bischofberger, she chose 
instead to forge her own identity as a jewellery designer. “I was 
raised around people who loved art or were creative. It shaped me in 
many ways. Now, I realise how much I was exposed to,” she says. 

Cora now channels her creative energy into her eponymous 
jewellery line, designing one-of-a-kind pieces for private clients 
around the world. A lover of colour and shapes, Cora's collections 
favour statement pieces featuring giant stones and gems. She 
adopted a similarly bold aesthetic for the renovation of her country 
pile, which she bought with her husband in 2007 as an occasional 
weekend escape from their West London home. 

The imposing property situated in a charming hamlet in the 
heart of England’s rural Cotswolds certainly had a lot going for it: a 
large gothic Tudor revival house with romantic ivy-covered walls 
and vast pastoral views. Perfect - except that the house itself was 
stuffy, dark and dreary. “We were looking for a property offering 
much renovation potential,” says Cora. Although the garden was 
overgrown with thirty years worth of weeds, Cora was undaunted. 
“It was the wilderness and wildness that initially attracted me to the 
country house,” she recalls. 

When it came to adapting the property to the couple’s 21st 
century needs, Cora knew exactly what to do. She contacted Mike 
Rundell of the London-based architecture firm MFJ Rundell & 
Associates who supervised a highly skilled team of masons, 
carpenters, stone slate roofers, lime plasterers and painters to restore 
the holiday home to period perfection. Aspiring to make the house 
simpler, he enlarged windows to allow more natural light in and 
knocked down unnecessary walls to make a clever use of space. The 
next step was to minimise the boundaries between inside and out. 
“We wanted to make the house more connected to the garden, 
enabling better access from the house to the outside,” she says. 

Cora entrusted the renowned Spanish landscape designer 
Fernando Caruncho to create a garden open to all rooms on the 
ground floor. “I wanted to have a formal yet contemporary garden 
that would communicate well with the beautiful landscape 
surrounding it,” she says. Formal planting is partnered with a more 
abstract geometrical layout of trees and empty lawn, subtly adorned 
with lavender banks, hawthorn, box and lime trees. The final touch 
was the placement of a swimming pool in the middle of the garden, 
where the strict geometry of the pool contrasts with the contours of 
the natural pond nearby. Fernando’s design has turned the garden 
into an additional, harmonious space for relaxation and 
entertainment, ideal for Cora who counts gardening as one of her 
passions. Despite her art pedigree, a wander around the garden is 
just the sort of everyday activity that provides inspiration for her 
jewellery collections, with familiar items such as picture frames, 
clouds and jelly moulds sparking ideas. 

With the streamlined new layout in place, Cora and her husband 
set out to make the interior design just as fresh and inviting. “The 
entire house was furnished very quickly except for the lighting, as 
most of the big lights are commissions created by the glass designer 
Paola Petrobelli.” The casually elegant decor balancing classic 
formality with clean-lined modernity features deep, comfortable 
seating, retro-inspired lamps, antiques and striking artwork such as 
the large painting by Julian Schnabel, the round art work by the 


American artist Greg Bogin and the large green painting by the Italian 
artist Francesco Clemente, which hangs in the bedroom alongside the 
Pinocchio painting by British artist Wolfe von Lenkiewicz. While the 
home feels welcoming and altogether at peace with the rural setting, 
there is not a kitschy-cosy touch in sight. 

Harnessing her love of colour, Cora perked up the interior with a 
rejuvenating coat of mint green paint across the sitting room and the 
eye-catching pink canvas by the Swiss artist Olivier Mosset. Among 
the decor’s cliche-busters in the light-sufhised living room are three 
funky futuristic chairs by Marc Newson and a curved, 1960s Pierre 
Paulin sofa flanked around an Eames coffee table. The pendant lamps 
made from Murano hand blown glass and powder coated metal 
create a playful interaction with the space. “We already had a whole 
mixture of furniture before we moved into the house,” she says. "We 
bought old cupboards for different rooms as we deliberately did not 
want to have any built-in closets.” The family’s day-to-day existence 
predominantly revolves around the bright and expansive kitchen with 
its ample Carrara marble-top island and the dining area where two 
pendant lamps from the Dutch design group Droog illuminate the 
vivid yellow of the Marc Newson chairs. 

Once Cora felt she had definitely tipped the home’s balance from 
dark and heavy to light and open, the period architecture no longer 
detracted. Her anglophile leanings aside, she has not forgotten her 
artistic Swiss roots, at least aesthetically speaking; the result is a 
weekend retreat infused with craftsmanship and painstaking design. 
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"I was raised by people who 
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or were creative. It shaped me in many ways" 
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View fronnl:he dining 
room of the kitchen 
made of painted 
wood with Carrara 
marble worktop 










The bed in the 
master bedroom is 
by Julian Schnabel. 
The orange chair is 
by Marc Newson, 
the Pinocchio 
painting is by Wolf 
Lenkiewicz and the 
green painting is by 
Francesco Clemente 




"We wanted the house to feel V_ J 



to the garden 





The extensive 
garden was created 
by renowned 
Spanish landscape 
designer Fernando 
Caruncho 
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Dining chairs by Marc 
Newson and pendant 
lamps by Dutch design 
group Droog. The art 
work above the fireplace 
is by American artist Greg 
Bogin and the photograph 
on the right hand side is 
by German photographer 
Wolfgang Tillmans 
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Nada Debs with her golden retriever, Fifty. Photograph by 
Christopher Aoun, wall tiles by Nada Debs, sofa from a flea 
market and cushions by Rifat Ozbek. 




Painting by Raya 
Sarabki, tyre by 
Mexican artist 
Betsabee Romero, 
vases by Lebanese 
ceramist Rasha 
Nawam and Clay 
Bookshelves by 
Maarten Baas 
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Painting in centre 
. by Lebanese artist 
Nadinfl Karam, 
paintings t® the 
rightly Leban^e 
artist Jean Marc 
^ Naha% shatf by 
Nada Deb^lpor 
"lannil bv Rasha 
Nawam and 
vintage candles 


M y home is a workshop for my life,” says 
furniture designer, Nada Debs. “From delving 
deeper into the prototypes of my new design 
pieces to exploring my love for the arts, it’s 
important to me that when people come over 
they say, ‘The space is so you’.” After visiting 
Nada’s 11th floor apartment in the Beirut 
neighbourhood of Verdun, Bazaar Interiors can confirm the space is most 
certainly a reflection of the talented designer. Tasteful and chic but with 
light-hearted, playful elements, it reflects Nada’s creative flair that’s seen 
her become one of the region’s most celebrated design stars. 

A global citizen, Nada was born in Lebanon, raised in Japan, studied in 
the United States and worked in London. On returning to Lebanon after 40 
years away, she discovered designs for modern Middle Eastern furniture were 
almost non-existent. Determined to use her multi-cultural background to 
create furniture which would appeal to a global market, in 2000 she created 
her company. East and East. Today, it has retail outlets in Beirut and is 
represented internationally in New York, Dubai, Geneva, Cairo and Amman. 

Nada has broken a few glass ceilings during her stellar career. Whether it’s 
designers from the Middle East seeking a stronger global presence or as a 
woman looking to forge a successful career, the designer has paved the way 
so that others can have it a bit easier. “Coming back to Lebanon gave me a 
deeper understanding of my culture,” she says. “I saw a face of the Arab 
world not many people abroad know about. . . I saw compassion, big hearts 


and open arms. I decided to make myself a channel for communicating that 
part of my culture to the world.” Nada’s crystal clear intent could not have 
been better timed. As turmoil in the Arab community takes its share of the 
headlines, it is through the creative voices such as hers that a fresh perspective 
on the orient - traditionally shrouded in intrigue - will also emerge. 

This month, as Design Days Dubai hosts an exhibition in celebration of 
Nada’s 10 remarkable years as a Middle East-based international brand, the 
designer has adopted a new mission statement, #CraftCool, which aims to 
raise awareness of hand-made, artisanal craft with a new generation of 
design lovers. Ahead of the exhibition, we meet up with the designer at 
home and discover that love, respect and soul-searching are as integral to her 
design process as they are to her way of life. 

What inspired you to choose this particular apartment? My home was 
actually a hand-me-down from my family who had purchased with the 
thought they would return to Beirut from Japan. But they never did - they 
are still there! The apartment is in a residential area that’s now being 
bombarded by malls, but it gives me a sense of connection to my family. 
What was the thought process behind designing the space and what 
aspects of your personality did you want your home to convey? My 
home is constantly evolving with me so a neutral backdrop is the perfect 
choice as it can take on a mix of design eras, colours and art. The space itself 
is very rectangular and plain so to create warm, welcoming spaces I used 
vintage rugs to delineate the different areas. 
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“IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO ME THAT 
WHEN PE O PEE COME OVER THEY SAY, 
THE SPACE IS SO YOU ’” 

N a d a Debs, furniture designer 
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\bu have an enviable collection of art and design. What are your most 
treasured pieces? My favourite piece of art is a painting by an unknown 
artist and it sits right beside one by a South American artist I bought at 
Christies. Isn’t that the beauty of art? You are drawn to it just because you 
love it; lineage comes second. I love exploring contemporary Middle Eastern 
artists like Halim A1 Karim and Nadim Karam and juxtaposing them with 
pieces by Greg Copeland and Jean Marc Nahas. Most of the design pieces at 
home are my prototypes I’ve created over the years. I do have particular 
fondness for the caricature-like Clay shelf by Maarten Baas and I adore the 
playful dog lamp by James Plumb. 

How do you like to entertain at home? I enjoy being part of the party. I 
put all the hors d’oeuvres on the dining table and stock the bar with drinks. 
The large living and dining spaces really help when entertaining, as do the 
small conversation nooks. For me, its music and lighting that makes the 
space, along with a good mix of people. Flowers and a relaxed host help too. 
When did you decide to pursue a career in design? I was drawn to arts and 
illustration since I was a little girl, but my parents wanted me to pursue a 
‘stable’ career. After finishing my business studies, I decided it was time to do 
something for myself I enrolled in the Interior Architecture programme at 
the Rhode Island School of Design in the United States. I was still battling 
between a course in arts and design as I stood in the enrolment queue. By the 


Painting by 
American artist 
Greg Copeland 
with a vintage 
trolley and radio 




time it was my turn to present my papers, I saw design as a manifestation of 
art in the third dimension. One thing led to another and here I am. 

What prompted your move into furniture design? I spent a weekend in 
New York City and happened across a contemporary furniture showcase. It 
was the big turning point for me; to see such diversity being appreciated. 
After that, I spent my weekends creating furniture pieces; the carpenter 
workshops seemed alive with passion and energy. When I moved to London 
in 1992, the design firm I was working at expanded into furniture. It’s where 
I truly came into my own as a furniture designer. I loved dealing with 
craftsmen, blacksmiths and other trades. It was always a thrill to see the 
prototypes for the first time and we’d spend weeks perfecting them. Soon 
after, in 1995, 1 launched my own bespoke furniture label, NDK Design. 
When you moved from the UK to Beirut 15 years ago, what challenges 
did you face establishing your brand locally? Very simply, I was told it 
would not work... That I should not bother building a local brand. The 
Middle East was flooded with the best international design brands and 
people were not convinced we could compete with them. In the beginning, 
the craftsmen didn’t like taking orders from a woman, but that changed 
once they saw their dying crafts being revived and their heritage finding 
relevance again. 

As a person of Lebanese origin, who has lived in Japan and studied in 
the States, how are these diverse influences reflected in your life and 
work? They are all milestones in my design growth. Just as my forefathers 
arrived in Japan through the silk route, where ideas and crafts were traded 
and exchanged, I have also exchanged ideas and learned a lot about the 
aesthetic influences of where I’ve lived. In Japan, I learned that you can 
simplify a thing to its bare minimum to get to the essence of it. In the US, 
the Americans always went back to basics and their designs were functional, 
no-nonsense objects. They always looked to the future for modern influences 
and materials. In the UK, where I started my brand, I was influenced by 
how much the British revered the past and appreciated handicraft. Back in 


“IN THE BEGINNING, THE 
CRAETSMEN DIDN’T TIKE TAKING 
ORDERS EROM A WOMAN, RUT THAT 
CHANGED ONCE THEY SAW THEIR 
DYING CRAETS BEING REVIVED” 


Lebanon, I noticed the influence of geometry and ornament. Here people 
appreciate Islamic geometry, which is influenced by mathematics. 

How has your success inspired others in the region to dream big? What 
you are calling ‘my success is a success for the region’s enormously gifted 
craftsmen and the regional design community. The Japanese believe what 
we create with our hands is a manifestation of the spiritual. Whatever I and 
my craftsmen have created is first born through love and respect. 

What does happiness mean to you and how do you feel you have 
worked towards it in your life? Happiness is being content and living in 
the moment. It took me a long time to ask myself what makes me happy. 
I feel that throughout my life. I’ve gone through tough times and good 
times, and every day I learn something new about myself. We all need a 
reason to wake up - and if one is fortunate enough to have a passion in 
life, it’s what really drives us. 


80|Harper’s BAZAAR INTERIORS 



NADA WEARS TOP, DHS1,165, MARKUS LUPFER AT BOUTIQUE 1. NADAS MAKEUP BY SEPHORA 



“MY HOME IS CONSTANTLY EVOLVING WITH ME SO A 
NEUTRAL BACKDROP IS THE PEREECT CHOICE AS IT CAN 
TAKE ON A MIX OE DESIGN ERAS, COLOURS AND ART” 

N a d a Debs, furniture designer 
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Designer JUAN PABLO MOLYNEUX ereates his own eastle in Manhattan 


82|Harpers BAZAAR INTERIORS 





F(KlmrKSIe TTFF 



The sitting room 
floor is inlaid with 
Italian onyx and 
coloured marble 


block from Central Park on the 
Upper East Side of Manhattan 
sits a majestic limestone 
town house with graceful 
French balconies that look 
transported straight from 
the Gilded Age. Indeed, 
if anyone were capable 
of time travel, it 
would be the 
house’s owner, 
interior designer Juan Pablo Molyneux. An 
unapologetic maximalist, Molyneux is the man 
to see about, say, a gut renovation of your 17th 
century castle or a blueprint for your private 
island villa - dream homes, in other words. 
When he overhauled several rooms in the 
Parisian social club Cercle de I’Union Interalliee 
in 2004, he installed marble consoles so 
enormous, they had to be lifted through the 
windows with a crane; more recently he created 
every inch of Sheikh Mohammed Bin Suhaim 
Al Thani’s 40,000-square-foot palace in Qatar 
(its pillared facade has earned comparisons to 
the White House). 

Molyneux and his wife of 38 years. Pilar - 
who met as teenagers in their hometown of 
Santiago, Chile - moved into the Beaux-Arts 
town house in 1986, when it was divided into 
separate apartments. They gradually acquired 


every unit, renovating as they went, but the 
residence reached its current glory as a single 
family home only in the last five years, after 
Molyneux relocated his New York office from 
the first two floors and into a nearby building. 
Today the seven-story structure is a monument 
to the designers hallmark opulence. Enter its 
wrought iron front gates and you’ll find a 
sweeping staircase encased in wood panelling 
that portrays a 17th century battle between the 
Chinese army and Portuguese invaders. Various 
hidden doors pop open to reveal a gleaming 
powder room, an old-fashioned elevator, and 
(most excitingly) a butler bearing tea and 
sandwiches. Although the house is never quite 
“complete” in Molyneux’s eyes - last year the 
couple added a pantry to the rooftop terrace for 
dining alfresco - it satisfies him, which is saying 
a lot. “The making of a room, in my mind, is 
instant,” he says. “What takes a long time is 
finding the right guy who’s going to do this kind 
of embroidery or make that kind of lamp so that 
it matches the picture in my head.” 

If there’s one thing Molyneux’s lavish 
interiors have in common, it’s a whiff of fantasy 
- quite literally, in some cases. In the corner of 
one sitting room towers an antique narwhal 
tusk, its tip nearly piercing the 1 1-foot ceiling. 
“In the I4th century, people thought these 
were unicorn horns,” Molyneux explains. “I 


found it at Partridge’s in London many years 
ago. But back then you could not just call UPS 
and have them send it, so I prepared a box out 
of tubes and carried it through the airport and 
onto the plane with me,” he laughs. “Imagine 
the security!” 

For all his bold flourishes, Molyneux - who 
has thick silver hair, impeccable posture and 
looks like he was born wearing trim Italian suits 
- approaches his spaces with discipline. “I 
believe in balance,” he says. “I was always 
fascinated by a sort of casual harmony.” In the 
second-floor parlour, a circular bronze sculpture 
by the Italian artist Bruno Romeda functions as 
a modern counterpoint to the chequerboard 
marble floors (“I don’t like to put down carpets”) 
and velvet upholstered walls. 

The designer is presently working on several 
projects abroad - including a theatre in Moscow, 
for which he commissioned giant silk wall 
hanging based on the abstract works of the 
Russian constructivist Kazimir Malevich - and 
admits that his travel schedule may be the reason 
he hasn’t changed much around the town house 
for almost a year. “But in my world, nothing is 
ever finished,” Molyneux says. “I am constantly 
finding beautiful pieces and I have to change a 
room to make them fit.” Plus, he adds cheerfully: 
“The house is rather large. So we always have 
new places we can work on a little bit.” 
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The Molyneux- 
designed coffee 
table with a coral 
leather top and 
bronze lion legs 

















BALANCE 

.ar.EASCINATER 


I believe in 


j a sort ofeaRioTharmoi^y 


was 


The wisteria- 
laden roof 
terrace and 
swimming pool 
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The painting 
in Molyneux’s 
study is by 
Iri^h-born 
^ridsh artist 
Francis Bacon 
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Featuring a timeless palette 
and an individual mix of antiques 
and contemporary pieees, FAARAH 
MEHTA SHEWAKRAMANI 's elegant 
high-rise apartment is a masterclass in 
understated glamour 


Words by iVUkMAiLY. 
Photography by REBECCA REES 
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s someone with lofty ambitions, it's fitting that Faarah Mehta 
Shewakramani's stylish duplex apartment is located high above 
Dubai in the DIFC's most commanding skyscraper, Index Tower. 
The granddaughter of legendary journalist Russi Karanjia, Faarah's 
mother Rita and her late father Karl Mehta were successful magazine 
publishers, and Faarah has followed in the family's footsteps by 
becoming a power player in the Indian and Dubai media scenes. 

Now, as Faarah looks to take her career in an exciting new 
direction, she invites Bazaar Interiors into the four bedroom home 
she shares with her equally entrepreneurial husband, Sagar, the 
franchisee of fashion brands Rocco Barocco, Naracamicie and 
Gingersnaps, along with Juicy Avenue juice bar. 

On entering the apartment, one of the most striking features is 
the view, with huge floor-to-ceiling windows framing a captivating 
scene of Dubai's urban sprawl. Boasting a spacious layout, Faarah 
has offset the apartment's minimalist architecture with an array of 
natural textures and tactile finishes including wood, silver and fur. 
Contemporary furniture such as an Eames La Chaise has been 
juxtaposed skilfully with antique accessories and an impressive art 
collection passed down from her father. The subtle colour palette of 
creams and browns imbues a feeling of warmth and sense of calm to 
the light and airy space. 

Here, Faarah tells us about her interiors angels, art aspirations 
and desire to nourish the minds of Dubai's style set. 


pay much higher prices. I remember my dad saying those were 
different days, when business was not just based on the highest 
bidder, but on relationships. 

What do you look for in an art work? Who are your favourite 
artists? I am unfortunately not as educated as I would like to be about 
art. In fact, I am going to be one of the first students at the Introduction 
to Art History class run by my new business, Maison Imperiale. 
What prompted you to start your new venture? Some years ago 
when I wanted to take time off to learn something new, my only 
option was to fly across the world to take a course that lasted a month 
or two. It was my ‘let there be lighf moment. I decided to start an 
academy offering short courses in subjects such as history, etiquette 
and music. I hope my new little venture will bring some joie de vivre 
and value for eclectic intellect back into peoples lives. And I hope the 
people of Dubai will be as interested in nourishing their minds as they 
are their bodies and wardrobes. 

An avid traveller, where do you like to go on holiday? I decided 
eight years ago that I would visit two new places in the world every 
year and I have kept my word. This year, its to be Bhutan and Burma. 
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? I have little spare 
time unfortunately, but when I do, I usually read or watch political 
speeches (my private pleasure!). One of my favourite pastimes is to 
strike up an intense conversation with my husband... And then 
watch, amused, as he tells me how crazy I am. 


How would you describe your interior design aesthetic? I love 
the concept of raw and organic wood juxtaposed against sparse 
modern whites with a smattering of colour from art and antiques. 
Did you hire an interior decorator? No, my mum and my god- 
mum aunty Poonam were my two interiors angels. They put the 
house together after my husband and I went on a three-week 
furniture shopping spree, like two silly kids, picking things up at 
random when we first moved in. My mum is only in Dubai for a 
short period of time each year, so she stays with us. The house has 
two dining spaces, sitting rooms and entrances, so it feels like we live 
separately, but in one home, which is ideal. 

What do you love most about your apartment? The natural light 
and, of course, the uninterrupted view. In terms of furniture, I love 
the wooden sleeper tables from Marina Home Interiors, the cool 
music stand from Bloomingdale's and my fathers 30-year-old 
collection of 100-odd silver rosewater sprinklers, which I will always 
remember him by. 

You have decorated your home with an impressive collection of 
art. What are the stand-out pieces? A special piece in the dining 
room was done by MF Husain, one of India’s most renowned 
artists. He was a good friend of the family and came to visit my 
father in hospital. He somehow inspired Husain to whip out his pad 
and sketch a very special portrait of Zarathustra. We have other 
pieces by him at home, but nothing compares to this one. 

Can you tell us about the work you have by Salvador Dali? The 
etching of Leonardo Da Vinci was bought by my father when he 
was in his twenties from an art dealer who kept the piece for him 
because she and her husband grew very fond of my father, despite 
others wanting to buy it. My dad was a great appreciator of art and 
had an encyclopaedic knowledge of art history and I think that is 
what made them feel he deserved it more than others willing to 


Painting by Noshi Rind, 
rosewater sprinklers 
from Faarah's father's 
collection, antique 
silver scroll 
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“MY DAD MAS A GREAT APPRECIATOR OE 
ART AND HAD AN ENCYCLOPAEDIC 
KNOWLEDGE O E ART HISTORY” 

F a ar a h Mehta S h e w a k r a m a n i , e n I r e p 


Drawing on a 
Persian easel 
by Indian 
artist MF 
Husain 
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Silestone® 
Authentic Life 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM WORKTOPS 


\ 




by COSENTINO 


THE ORIGINAL 


Day-to-day life can limit our living emotions. 
Only you have the key in deciding how to live your own authentic life 
and to be passionate about everything you do. 

Silestone lets you to configure your spaces 
in the way you want to as a result 
of its wide variety of colours and textures. 
It is th^ only quartz surface with a 25 year warranty. 

SILESTONE AUTHENTIC LIFE 






Worktop PULSAR NEBULA CODE SERIES 

Sink INTEGRITY DUE 


25 Year Warranty - Bacteriostatic Protection 

High resistance to Scratches - High resistance to Stains 


ESPANA 
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A product designed by COSENTINO’ 



CONTACT: Al Thuraya Tower 2, 6th floor office 24, Media City, P.O. Box 500717 Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Ali Maarrawi, Middle East General Manager / Tel: -1-971 55 6252907 / Email: amaarrawi@cosentino.com 
^ , www.cosentino.com / www.silestone.com / www.sensabycosentino.com / www.dekton.com 

o SilestoneMiddleEast 



TRENDS 


The latest trends to provide a stylish update for 
the hardest working zones in your home 

' Words bjiVUkmMm 


Kitchen in black-grey 
oak fronts, stainless 
steel worktop and 
glass panels, from 
Dhsl75,560, Bulthaup 
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TEIENDS 



Warmer metals such as bronze, copper and 
gold are having their moment to shine, 
replacing silver, chrome and stainless steel 
as the metallics of choice for kitchen 
hardware. For a sophisticated feel, pair the 
warmth and gleaming finish of these 
metallic accents with worktops and 
cabinetry in cool neutral whites and greys. 


I 


\ 








Tara classic series kitchen 
fitting, from Dhs8,345, 
Cyprum by Dornbracht 
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■5tattiless.«te^r^)eo(§d4i^ 

steam 9 :^, Dhs2t500.; frameless 
induction coe^fee^a^sl 8 , 8 p 0 '^; / 
Vario ref;:fQeratorrDhs25f;304^ 
freezer, Dhs27,300, all>Jy Gaggenarff 


Today’s hectic lifestyles and a desire to spend more time socialising 
with family and friends means more people are foregoing a separate 
kitchen in favour of open plan living. In large spaces, the use of 
continuous flooring gives a sense of unity to the overall design, while a 
kitchen island helps to subtly define the cooking and lounging areas. 
Thoughtful use of shelving creates a sense of openness. 



ISLAND BRIGHTS 

The island is the sociable hub of the kitchen, so make it 
an eye-catching feature. Neutral cabinetry and flooring 
allow a bright island to shine; choose colours with a 


Bespoke Heritage 
hand-painted 
oak kitchen, from 
Dhsl70,600, 
Mowlem & Co 


Bespoke kitchen, from 
Dhs227,600, Bryan 
Turner Kitchen Furniture 



similar tone, such as blues and greys, or opt for a bold, 
higher contrast accent. To make the space work even 
harder, consider separating the preparation area and 
eating space by creating a two-level Island. 
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PERSONAL TOUCH 

Serious home cooks should consider investing in state-of-the-art 
bespoke appliances. Custom ranges and cooktops can be 
designed and built to suit all needs; choose everything from 
griddles, deep fryers and pasta cookers to undercounter 
refrigeration, ovens and warming drawers. 
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THE GRE^T OUTDOORS > 

^Brake advantage of the UAE’s warm climate and instalf anfe 
alfresco bathing area. Privacy is key, so converting a private^ 
garden or terrace accessed from the master bedroom into an 
ikei perfect sense. Design materials need 


ii^tdoor bathroom 
to stand up to all weather conditions, so acrylic, stone and 
^^alvanised metals are good choices for outdoor bath tubs. 







Earth flooring and Chelsea flooring made of 
Bianco Carrara marble, Nespoli e Novara; SPA 
bathtub made of Basaltina stone, and Nest 
wash basin made of Bianco Carrara marble, 
both Nespoli e Novara; Plana shelf made of 
Basaltina stone, CRS; from Dhs83,500, Neutra 


IN THE ROUND 

Instead of the usual rectangle or square, a round 



mirror over the vanity gives a playful quirkiness to an 
otherwise utilitarian space. For optimal impact, mount 
a series of the reflective beauties in varying sizes. Or 
position on a backdrop of patterned wallpaper to give 
the space a sense of Gothic drama. 


Axor Starck Organic " 
wash b^sirr in standard 
chro.me finish 
designed by Philippe ■ . 
Starck, Dhsl,750, Axor 





TEIENDS 



Fuoco fireplace made 
of Corten designed by 
Domenico de Palo, Dhs 
35,047, Antonio Lupi 
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CLEAN LINES 

For a chic, understated look, keep it simple with minimalist 
white bathroom furniture. Floating a streamlined vanity off the 
floor by eliminating cupboards or legs is an effective way of 
giving the feeling of more space. For bathtubs, consider 
models made from composite materials; lightweight and 
available in matte or gloss finishes, the products’ flexibility 
allows for cutting edge design. 






YOUCH WOOD 


Tradrtionallyj'^arwood parquet flooring was unable to be" 
installed m fhe bathroom due to the material’s intolerance to 
water and humidity. But recent innovations in technology mean it 
is now a realistic option, with pre-oiled strips in species such as 
merbau, acacia and teak providing enhanced moisture resistance 
due to their low shrinkage and swelling potential. 


Silver mirror, Dhs2,145; 
London console basin 
stand with glass shelf, 
Dhs9,110; Kew back to wall 
WC, Dhs6,250; Original 
bath shower mixer, 
Dhs5,415; Winchester free 
standing bath, Dhs5,950; 
all at C. P. Hart. For similar 
wood flooring, go to 
Lanitis Aristophanous 
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23 MARCH 2015 IS THE 

HOTTEST DATE IN THE 


FASHION CALENDAR 


Nominations are now open for: 

• International Designer 

• Regional Designer 

• High Street Brand 

• Bridge Brand 

• Luxury Brand 

• Independent Boutique 

• It Bag of 20 15 

• Jewellery Brand 

• Regional Accessory ^rmd 

• High Street Shoe Brand 

• Luxury Shoe Brand 

• Regional Online Retailer 


Visit www.gra 2 iastyleawards.com 
and celebrate Arabia with Grazia 


Vote now for your chance to win a 
DhslOfOO shopping trip plus a table 
for 10 at the Grazia Style Awards! 
#GraziaStyleAwards2013 


PARTNERSHIP WITH 


sunsilk yHi^EiDo pandora Joseph 


^3 Grazia_ME 

GraziaMiddleEast 

lin 

lyi Grazia_ME 


GRAZIA 


www.graziastyleawards.com 




WORDS BY JULIA MAILE 
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WARMfB 



Chronic illness prompted 
ELLA WOODWARD to 
adopt a plant-based diet. Now 
her healthy eating blog and 
book are inspiring us all 




ENTERTAIN 


“MY AIM IS TO SHOM^ THAT VEGETABLES ARE SO 
MUCH MORE INTERESTING THAN PEOPLE THINK’ 
Ella Wo o dw ar d , cookbook author 


,4 Deliciously 
-- --- -EUa* , 




EAT LIKE ELLA 

Deliciously EHa by Ella 
Woodward. Published by Yellow 
Kite, Dhsl30, available at 
KInokunlya, Dubai Mall. 


Ella’s inspiring Instagram photos 
have garnered her 323,000 
followers and counting... 


T n a world full of tempting delights such as 
cronuts, gourmet burgers and lobster mac ‘n 
cheese it takes something - or someone - 
special to turn plant-based eating into the 
hottest new food trend. Its exactly what 
23-year-old London-based internet sensation 
Ella Woodward has done with her powerful story of 
overcoming illness through diet, which has inspired 
people around the world to ditch the naughty stuff and 
put vegetables firmly at the centre of their cooking. 

Until four years ago, Ella was a self-confessed sugar 
monster, living on a diet of Ben and Jerry’s Cookie 
Dough ice cream, gummy sweets and milk chocolate. 

But after returning to study at the University of St 
Andrews in 2011 after a summer modelling in Paris, 

Ellas health deteriorated rapidly; she was in chronic pain 
and slept for 16 hours a day. 

Ella was eventually diagnosed with Postural 
Tachycardia Syndrome, a rare illness that attacks the 
autonomic nervous system. Unable to walk down the street and virtually 
bedridden, Ella turned to Google for help. “I was on so much medication and 
it wasn’t working so I started researching alternative healing,” she explains to 
Bazaar Interiors. “I found other people who had been sick and used diet as a 
cure. I thought, ‘If it works for them, what have I got to lose?”’ Inspired by 
American cancer survivor and author Kris Carr, who adopted a vegan plant- 
based diet in response to her diagnosis, Ella changed her way of eating 
overnight, ditching all meat, dairy, eggs, gluten, refined sugar and processed 
foods. Her new menu consisted of porridge, buckwheat toast with avocado 
and brown rice pasta, and while she slowly began to feel better, she became 
bored with her monotonous eating regime. “I was a terrible cook,” she recalls. 
“Before my diagnosis I didn’t eat any fruit or vegetables, so I had to introduce 
myself to new things and make myself try them.” 

Ella began documenting her kitchen adventures at Deliciously Ella, the blog 
she initially started in secret. After she began sharing it with family and friends, 
word soon spread and Ella now presides over a burgeoning media empire; the 
blog gets a staggering 2.5 million hits a month, she has amassed 323,000 
Instagram followers and 38,000 fans on Twitter. Her recipe app released last 
year has been downloaded over 80,000 times. Her first cookbook. Deliciously 
Ella, was released in January 2015 and achieved the highest first week sales for 
a debut cookbook since records began and, at the time of going to press, has 
been the number one best-seller on Amazon for five weeks. Not bad for 
someone previously addicted to Haribo sweets. 

“The message of the book is that healthy eating shouldn’t be about 
deprivation,” she says. “If I say, ‘I’m going to make you a gluten-free, vegetarian 
meal,’ people panic and think it sounds terrible. My main aim is to show that 
vegetables are so much more interesting than people think.” A case in point is 
the blog’s most popular recipe for sweet potato brownies, which are even more 
delicious than the usual sugar-laden variety. 


While most recipes could be classified as vegan, Ella prefers to avoid the label. 
“It’s a terrible word to use because it’s so exclusive and makes people run in the 
opposite direction,” she says. “It means you can’t eat honey... Well I eat lots of 
honey.” She encourages her readers to adapt the recipes to suit their own lifestyle. 
“I’ve got friends that add feta to the beetroot risotto and that’s great. Add chicken 
to the curry. You can eat a Deliciously Ella meal twice a week and whatever else 
the rest of the time. If you just start making small changes it will be awesome.” 

Wftile others can opt in and out, for Ella, reverting to her old ways is not an 
option. “Wftile I’ve been really healthy and medication free for the last year and 
a half, my body still reacts to those foods so I have to be very careful in a way I 
wouldn’t necessarily recommend for everyone else.” Yet despite the apparent 
limitations, she finds her way of eating easy. “The main misconception is that 
I sit here just eating salad,” she says. “It’s more that I crave different foods. If I 
want to overindulge in sweet things. I’ll polish off a tray of sweet potato 
brownies. If I want to overeat at dinner. I’ll have way too much veggie curry. It 
just doesn’t cross my mind to eat a steak.” Eating out can be a challenge, but 
Ella has learned to adapt. “If I go to an Italian restaurant, I take my own pasta 
and they are happy to cook it with sauce.” 

A keen exerciser, Ella’s healthy lifestyle doesn’t stop at eating. “It’s my worst 
nightmare to run on a treadmill so to keep it interesting I do boxing, spinning, 
Pilates and yoga.” She is also cautious about beauty products. “When I first 
started getting interested in what I was putting in my body, I started getting 
interested in what I was putting on it. I became aware of all the things that are 
added to beauty products so I started making my own.” 

With her legions of followers around the globe devouring every new recipe 
and Twitter update, how does Ella feel about being the poster girl for a healthy 
lifestyle? “I love it,” she says. “It’s an honour to be able to inspire people to do 
things that make them feel good. There’s nothing better than waking up in the 
morning thinking, ‘yeah, I can do this!”’ Deliciouslyella.com 
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TOP TIP 

“Watch out for the 
ingredients of sun-dried 
tomatoes - they can often 
contain lots of sugars and 
preservatives. If you can only 
find these ones, then rinse them 
in boiling water before 
using them” 


aubergines finish, place the spinach 
into a large frying pan with a little 
olive oil, salt and pepper and allow 
to wilt. Once it’s wilted, add the 
tahini, lime juice and sun-dried 
tomatoes. 

3. In a separate pan, toast the pine 
nuts for a minute or two, being sure 
not to let them burn - they don’t 
need any oil to cook as they contain 
enough of their own oil. 

4. Add the aubergine and pine nuts 
to the spinach pan and mix well 
before serving. 


I 

WARM WINTER SALAD serves 4 


This salad was one of the first 
recipes I created for the book and 
I’ve been coming back to it time and 
time again ever since. I just love the 
mix of flavours and textures here, 
from the wilted spinach and roasted 
aubergine to the crunchy pine nuts, 
sweet sun-dried tomatoes and 
creamy tahini sauce. It’s a pretty 
filling dish, but if you’re feeling really 
hungry, then try serving it with some 
brown rice or quinoa with a little 
lemon drizzled over. It’s one of my 
favourite meals to make for friends 
when I’m after an easy kitchen 
supper and it’s always such a winner. 


^ -Preheat the oven to 200°C (fan 
H80°C) arfd slice the aubergines 
’ into thin strips about 7.5mm thick 
Place the strips on a baking tray 
with a generous amount of olive qil, 
the dried herbs, salt and pepper. 
Bake for 20 minutes. j 

2. About 5 minutes before the 


4 small aubergines (600g) 
olive oil 

1 tablespoon dried mixed herbs (I 
love herbes de Provence) 

2 bags of spinach (about 500g) 

4 tablespoons tahini 

juice of 1 lime 

2 mugs sun-dried tomatoes 
(360g) ^ 

1 mug pine nuts (lOOg) 
salt and pepper 
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TOP TIP 

“Dried pulses (such as 
chickpeas) need to be 
soaked for four to six hours 
then cooked. Tinned pulses 
are easier, just open the tin, 
drain and rinse. Once these are 
open, they need to be 
stored in the fridge” 


Simply place all of the ingredients 
into a food processor with 3 
tablespoons water and blend until 
smooth; it’s really that easy! The 
stronger your food processor, the 
smoother and creamier the 
hummus will be. Store it in an 
airtight container in the fridge for 
up to a week. 

BEETROOT HUMMUS 
1 quantity of classic hummus 
(recipe above) 

1 small raw beetroot (150g), 
peeled and chopped 

Place the hummus and beetroot in 
a food processor and blend until 
smooth and creamy. 

ROASTED RED PEPPER AND 
PAPRIKA HUMMUS 

2 large red peppers 

1 quantity of classic hummus 
(recipe above) 

jalapeho pepper (add more or 
less depending on how spicy you 
like it) 

2 teaspoons paprika 

1. Preheat the oven to 210°C (fan 
190°C). Start by slicing the red 
peppers into about eight long 
strips, discarding the seedy centre 
part. Place these strips on a baking 
tray and bake for 10 minutes until 
they begin to brown slightly. 

2. Once the pepper has cooked and 
is starting to turn ever so slightly 
brown at the edges, remove from 
the oven and allow to cool for a 
couple of minutes. 

3. Add the pepper to the food 
processor with the hummus, 
jalapeho pepper and paprika and 
blend until smooth. 


CLASSIC HUMMUS 
2 X 400g tins of chickpeas, 
drained (or 450g drained 
chickpeas if you're soaking and 
boiling your own) 

10 tablespoons olive oil 
juice of 2 juicy lemons 

2 heaped tablespoons tahini 

3 cloves of garlic, peeled 

2 teaspoons ground cumin 
salt and pepper 


THREE TYPES 
OE HUMMUS 

Makes 1 large bowl 


I could honestly live off hummus! I 
love that you can eat it with anything, 
from crudites to quinoa bowls, simple 
salads and, of course, spread over 
toast with some avocado. It adds a 
great protein boost to your meal too. 
Since I eat it so much, I like to vary 
the flavours, so I’ve shared my three 
favourites with you here: Classic, 
Beetroot, and Roasted Red Pepper 
and Paprika. 
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^ keyCimepie Serves 10 - 12 






This Key Lime Pie is one of the 
more adventurous recipes in the 
bc^k and I’m sure that as you look 
at the ingredients list, you’ll be 
questioning whether or not it really 
does taste good; so you’re going 
to have to trust me that it does 
taste wonderful. The avocado and 
coconut milk together make the 
dessert insanely creamy, while the 
lime gives it a fantastically fresh 
flavour and the maple syrup adds 
some delicious sweetness. Don’t 
worry, you can’t taste the avocado 


FOR THE BASE: 


FOR THE BASE 


FOR THE MIDDLE 


2 mugs almonds (400g) 
about 30 Medjool dates (600g), 
pitted 

2 tablespoons coconut oil 


FOR THE MIDDLE: 


5 very ripe avocados 
juice of 3 iimes (30mi) 
mug mapie syrup (225mi) 

4 tabiespoons coconut miik (i 
take the tabiespoons from the 
soiid part of the miik in the tin, 
not the iiquid part) 

1 more iime, to grate 


1. Start by making the base. Place the 
almonds into a food processor and 
blend for a minute or so until they 
break down into pieces (not as 
smooth as a flour though). 

2. Add the dates to the food processor' 
with the coconut oil and blend again, 
until the dates have all been crushed 
and the mix is sticky. 

3. Use a spatula to press the almond 
and date mix firmly into a 20 - 25cm 
cake tin - the base should be about 2 - 
3cm thick and very compact. Leave to 
one side while you make the middle. 


4. Scoop the flesh out of the 
avocados, discarding the stones, 
and place all the flesh into your food 
processor. Add in the lime juice, 
maple syrup and coconut milk and 
blend until the mix is totally smooth 
and creamy. 

5. Pour the mix onto the base and 
place the cake tin in the freezer to set 
for about an hour and a half - you 
want it to be firm but not frozen! 

6 . Once you’re ready to serve, grate 
the zest of the remaining lime over 
the top of the pie. 
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Lart de 

mm 


MARINA DE COATGOUREDEN knows a little 

something about parties. Here she explains how 
timeless treasures eon make for a preeious party 


PRIVATE PARTIES IN 
GUESTS’ HOMES ARE 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
PREVALENT - for purposes other 
than the usual socialising, 
conversation, dinner and dancing at 
specific celebrations such as birthdays. 

What we are seeing is an escalation of 
people hosting events, in fact, to show 
off their collectables - a ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe’ scenario 
(without lions and witches!) where 
cabinet collectables, classic cars and 

ceramic china lose their functional purpose and become museum or 
gallery artefacts to appreciate. For many individuals who amass 
collections, the value is not monetary, but rather emotional. Collections 
allow us to relive our childhood, connect to a period of time in 
history and keep the past present. Some collect for the thrill of the 
hunt - a quest, a lifelong pursuit that can never be complete. 

Collections enable experimenting with arranging, organising and 
presenting a part of the world which may mean something to 
you, creating a ‘personal peace’ - these motives are not 
mutually exclusive, different drivers combine in each 
collector for a multitude of reasons. 

COLLECTIONS ARE PRIZED POSSESSIONS, 
ONES THAT THE OWNER WANTS, ALMOST 
5, TO SHOW OFF. People will do and 
collect almost anything and of course, there 
is always an occasion to celebrate 
without reason. Organise a tea 
party and instead of going 
out, bring this 



Daisy Tea set, Dhs2,100, Wedgwood 


sweet experience into your 
home. Darling vintage tea 
sets create the perfect setting 
for afternoon parties and high 
teas. Of course, you don’t have to 
use your grandmother’s finest - 
instead, sip tea surrounded by 
cabinets of fashionably displayed 
vintage tea sets; tea cups, tea pots, tea 
trays, the lot. English bone china is 
especially admired for its lightness, 
translucency and its soft, subtle, almost 
pearly white quality. If you’re feeling 
particularly adventurous serve your 
guests a selection of artisanal cocktails in 
these charmingly vintage sets. Whether 
it’s an Earl Grey-infused syrup and orange zest, berry mix or classic mint 
concoction you’re after, a tea party with a twist will go down a treat and 
the rest. . . well, they’ll enjoy the unpredictable tipple. 

TABLE ORNAMENTS, CUTE NAPKIN HOLDERS, fiower-filled 

sugar bowls, gorgeous vintage crystal vases or delicate place settings 

can all be considered ‘contemporary collectables’. Think outside the 

box; I have recently been inspired by The Dinner Club 57 who, at 

one dining event, gave complimentary, hand stitched Fendi 

clutches to their guests... Absolutely my kind of service. 

Interactive parties are always the most entertaining, and all 

guests love a goodie bag. On the flip-side, there are many 

other occasions where you can use your collected items 

as an event itself. Think of an underground ‘rave’ in 

your garage; the perfect opportunity to show off 

your car collection. Let guests take a seat in 

your Aston Martin or perhaps you could 

really turn the heat up by creating a 

racing competition - with 

go-karts, obviously. 
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MARINA IS HEAD OF EVENTS AT QUINTESSENTIALLY. CONTACT MARINA@QUINTESSENTIALLYEVENTS.COM 


COMPLIED BY MALDA SMADl. PRICES APPROXIMATE 


ENTERTAIN 


Tableware by 
Rockett St George 



Placemat, 
Dhs425, Zaha 
Hadid 


Dessert plates, 
Dhs29 each, 
The One 


Coasters, 

Dhs250, 

Jonathan 

Adler 


Glasses, 
Dhs2,844, by 
Artel at White 
Almonds 


Cotton 

blanket, 

Dhsl49, 

H&M 


Ceramic 
vases, Dhs40, 
Rockett St 
George 


A splash of citrus adds 
drama to classic 
monochrome 


Waste paper 
bin, Dhs989, 
Nada Debs 


Pitchers, 
from DhslOS, 
Rometti 


Candle, 

Dhs29, 

H&M 


^ Marble 
chopping 
board, DhsllS, 
Bodie and 
■ Fou 
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Cafe No. 57’s 
Scandi-chic 
interior. Top: the 
cafe’s banoffee pie 


adventurous 
foodies. The 
contemporary 
interior of the 
restaurant and 
lounge, located 
at the Radisson 
Royal Hotel on £ 

Sheikh Zayed I 

Road, is a visual 
translation of 
Tresind’s 

approach to cooking; it’s 
fine dining mastered by 
the French, with the 
authentic essence of India. 
Dishes such as daulat ki 
chaat are presented as if 
works of art; a trolley is 
wheeled table-side, where 
the waiter uses liquid 
nitrogen to create a 
flavourful masterpiece. 
Other highlights include 
wild mushroom chai 
served in a teapot with 
truffle powder and 
decadent lobster masala. 
Tresind.com 


Beach bungalows 
at Eden Beach 
club. Below: The 
swim-up pool bar 


CAFE NO. 57 

Missed out on the most sought after dinner 
invite in town? Don’t worry - the team behind 
invitation-only Dinner Club by No. 57 have 
just launched hotly anticipated Cafe No. 57 in 
A1 Marasy, Abu Dhabi. Overlooking the water, 
this boutique cafe is already a firm favourite 
with locals looking for leisurely weekend 
brunch, lunch and dinners. We loved the 
exposed ceilings, serene scandi-chic decor and 
eclectic collection of accessories scattered 
around the airy space. The carefully curated 
menu showcases the freshest of ingredients: 
piquant tuna tartare on a bite of crispy rice; 
creamy burrata with picked basil; and wild 
mushrooms parcelled with tiny new potatoes. 
All perfectly prepared in Chef Gavin Gleeson’s 
open kitchen. If you’re in the mood to indulge 
don’t miss Abu Dhabi’s best burger (yes, really), 
encased in a meltingly soft bun. And if you 
haven’t heard about the Toffee Skillet Cookie 
dessert yet... Well, you will. No57.co 


TOP 

TABLES 


The definitive guide to the 
regions coolest new restaurant, 
beach club and cafe openings 


EDEN BEACH CLUB 

There are two distinct sides to Eden Beach 
Club. Situated at Rixos the Palm, by day it 
has a relaxed vibe with a chilled crowd 
lounging in beach-front bungalows, stand 
up paddle boarding or dining on sushi and 
whole grilled snapper at the terrace 
restaurant. As the sun starts to set, the 
atmosphere changes as Dubai’s glamorous 
party crowd arrives to take advantage of the 
club’s impressive credentials; think swim-up 
pool bar, cabanas with individual plunge 
pools, plus a line-up that includes top 
international DJs such as Above & Beyond, 
Steve Aoki and Sasha. Edenbeachclub.com 


114| Harper’s BAZAAR INTERIORS 




WORDS BY JULIA MAILE, MALDA SMADI, MONIQUE ELGIN, NINA ROSS 
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OKKU 

Despite the plethora of options available, were 
all guilty of getting stuck in a brunch rut, 
opting for the same fail-safe venue when Friday 
rolls around. Shake things up by heading down 
to Okkus recently launched Disco Sushi at The 
H Dubai, Sheikh Zayed Road. The ’80s 
themed afternoon kicks off with an hour long 
cocktail reception, before diners sit down to a 
selection of bespoke Japanese dishes. Sample 
favourites such as wasabi rock shrimp and 
yuzu-saikyo miso black cod, as well as an 
abundant sushi platter, while singing along to a 
soundtrack of classic ‘80s tunes. The 
restaurant’s sleek monochrome decor is given 
an ironic Miami Vice twist with a neon jellyfish 
tank, plus pink fibre optic curtain. We love the 
nostalgic attention to detail given by way of 
Monopoly money, glow sticks, fluro sunglasses 
and snap bands for every guest. Okku.com 



SEAFU 



In terms of location, it’s second to none. The luxury hotel brand’s first foray into the UAE, the 
new Four Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach occupies a prime spot on a 270-metre stretch 
of pristine white sand. While beach and pool 
access is for hotel guests only, it’s possible to 
sample the idyllic location by dining at terrace 
restaurant. Sea Fu. The stunning venue, 
perched on the private beach, has an open 
kitchen, live fish tank and lounge areas. 

Executive chef Gilles Arzur, a French native 
who has come to Dubai straight from the 
luxurious Beverly Wilshire, California, has 
devised a menu that serves both Asian and 
Mediterranean treatments of seasonal seafood 
(the name Sea Fu riffs on sifu, Cantonese for 
‘master’, and ‘seafood’). But rather than fusing 
the two cuisines, the menu features authentic 
dishes from both sides, such as classically 
French seafood bouillabaisse and ocean fresh 
salt crusted fish. Seafudubai.com 



ASIA DE CUBA 

It’s not often a chef describes the cuisine of his 
home country as, “a bit boring”. But by 
combining the hearty ingredients of his native 
Cuba with the innovative flavours and spices of 
Asian cuisine, executive chef Luis Pous has created 
a contemporary chino-Iatino fusion menu that’s 
anything but dull. Opened in January, the Abu 
Dhabi outpost of the famed London restaurant 
boasts a waterfront location at the St. Regis 
Nation Towers Beachfront on the Corniche. We 
suggest starting with an expertly mixed cocktail 
on the outdoor terrace before moving into the Ian 
Baylis designed interior - a heady mix of Cuban 
decor, classic Italian furniture and statement 
lighting. Highlights from the extensive menu 
include the scallop ceviche with grapefruit, aji 
panca and lime, while the decadent shrimp 
churros with sesame and coconut curry offer a 
surprisingly tasty savoury take on the traditionally 
sweet dish. Asiadecuha.com 
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E^SmORABLE 

FOOD 


Dubai-based blogger KAREN MCLEAN talks 
food trucks, farmers’ markets and recipe failures 


WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO 
START YOUR BLOG? 

I’ve been cooking for 
years so one day I 
decided to start 
putting my photos 
on Instagram and 
Secret Squirrel Food 
was born. I’m 
overwhelmed by all 
the lovely comments 
I receive daily. It 
always puts a smile 
on my face. 

HOW DO YOU GET YOUR 
INSPIRATION FOR YOUR 
RECIPES? 

If I’m not thinking about food, I’m 
cooking or I’m eating. I’m always 
trying to make food healthier and I 
love sneaking vegetables and greens 
in wherever I can. The puzzled 
reaction on people’s faces when I tell 
them that the ingredients are actually 
good for them makes me giggle every 


time and inspires me to cook. Secret 
Squirrel is my heart, my soul and I 
put everything I love into it. 

WHAT IS YOUR MOST 
POPULAR RECIPE? 

My raw vanilla coconut fig slice. A 
walnut fig base, layered with a vanilla 
coconut cashew cream, topped with 
fresh fig slices... It’s completely raw, 
vegan, sugar-free, dairy-free, 
gluten-free and absolutely drool- 
worthy! It’s so delicious, you wouldn’t 
even know it’s healthy. 

ANY EPIC RECIPE FAILURES? 

I once tried to make a kiwi lime 
cheesecake and it went horribly 
wrong. I love experimenting and 
sometimes the recipe doesn’t go so 
well and other times, it’s an absolute 
success. You will often find me 
dancing in the kitchen and high- 
fiving the air because I’m so happy 
with what I’ve just cooked. 

HOW HAS THE FOODIE SCENE 
CHANGED IN THE UAE? 



There is a growing demand for healthy 
eating options. With an increasing 
trend for using locally sourced 
ingredients and fresh organic produce, 
a number of amazing cafes and 
restaurants are now serving nutritious 
and wholesome food. You will often 
find me at the farmers’ market at 
Emirates Towers on Friday mornings to 
pick up local organic produce and then 
at Zabeel Park for the Ripe Market. 
WHAT NEW FOOD TREND 
IN THE UAE EXCITES YOU 
RIGHT NOW? 

Food trucks. . . I love the up-and- 
coming street food concepts popping 
up. Social media plays a strong role in 
the local food truck success and it’s 
great to see the UAE embracing the 
trend. It’s also fun going food truck 
hunting. 

WHAT ARE YOUR DUBAI 
FOODIE HOTSPOTS? 

I love Tom & Serg; it’s one of the city’s 
coolest cafes and serves the best coffee 
in town. What I love most is that it 
reminds me of home in Melbourne. 

My favourite healthy eatery is 
Comptoir 102 and I love Chez Sushi. 
It’s a Japanese restaurant where you can 
custom build your own perfect sushi. If 
I want to escape the hustle and bustle 
of the city I love chilling out at The 
Farm, A1 Barari. 

WHAT IS YOUR MOST 
MEMORABLE MEAL? 

It has to be my dad’s Vietnamese pho. 

It consists of the yummiest bowl of 
fragrant broth, cooked for hours and 
hours. In fact, every meal at my parent’s 
house is memorable. Nothing beats 
home cooking and you can’t find it 
anywhere else in the world. 

WHAT IS NEXT FOR YOU? 

I hope to continue to be a food 
inspiration and encourage everyone to 
lead a happier and healthier lifestyle. 
I’m working on a number of exciting 
projects, but they are still a secret for 
now, so stay tuned. 

Secretsquirrelfood. com 
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Chia seeds, Dhs30, 
Organic Foods and 
Cafe 


Plenty More by 
Yotam Ottolenghi, 
Dhsl30, Ebury Press 


Spiralizer, 
Dhs240, Galeries 
Lafayette 


Week Jars, 
Dhs22, Crate and 
Barrel 




GLUTEN-FREE 
BAKED DONUTS 

Makes 12 donuts 

INGREDIENTS: 
Gluten-free Donuts 

EA cup almond meal 
72 tsp baking soda 
74 cup coconut sugar 
74 tsp salt 
74 tsp nutmeg 
72 tsp cinnamon 
1 cup mashed ripe banana 
74 cup milk of choice 
(almond, soy, coconut) 

1 egg (whisked) 

2 tbsp maple syrup 

72 tsp vanilla bean paste 

Nutella Frosting 

1 cup hazelnuts 

1/3 cup coconut milk (full 

cream) 

74 cup agave syrup or 
maple syrup 

1 tsp vanilla bean paste 

2 tbsp raw cacao powder 

DIRECTIONS: 

Gluten-free Donuts 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C. 

2. Add almond meal, 
baking soda, coconut 
sugar, salt, nutmeg and 
cinnamon to a large bowl. 

3. Separately, combine 
mashed banana, milk, egg, 
maple syrup, and vanilla 
bean paste. Fold wet and 
dry ingredients together 
until combined. 

4. Carefully pour mixture 
into 12 donut tins. 

5. Bake in the oven for 12 
minutes and let it cool 
after cooking. 

Nutella Frosting 

6. Lower the oven temp, to 
160°C and roast hazelnuts 
for approx. 10 minutes - 
be careful not to burn! 

7. Let it cool. Rub 
hazelnuts together in a 
paper towel to remove 
skins. 

8. In a food processor, 
blend hazelnuts until they 
become nut butter. 

9. Blend remaining 
ingredients until smooth. 
Assembly 

10. Using a butter knife, 
frost each donut with the 
Nutella frosting. 

11. Be creative. Decorate 
your donuts with dried 
fruit, nuts and seeds! 
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DATE FOR 
THE DIARY 

Don’t miss the ninth edition 
of Art Dubai taking place 
from March 18 - 21 


SUN SEEKERS 

With the weather pretty much 
perfect at the moment, there’s 
nothing we enjoy more than an 
afternoon spent lazing in the sun. 
Located at the Jumeirah Beach 
Hotel, Cove Beach is a newly 
launched beach club with a 
gourmet restaurant serving 
delectable French and Italian 
dishes. We think super-sized 
sunbeds, shisha and an extensive 
seafood menu sounds like a day 
well spent. Covebeach.com 


ENTERTAIN 

Indulqe in the seasons latest deliqhts 

NEWS 



SHIP SHAPE 

Taking inspiration from New York, 
London and Paris, Boxpark is made 
up of an eye-catching line-up of 220 
shipping and industrial containers. 
Set to become Dubai’s hippest new 
urban destination, it’s located in 
Jumeirah on Al WasI Road and 
features a variety of quirky dining 
concepts including retro Italian ice 
cream store Dri Dri, along with retail 
boutiques and parks. Boxpark.ae 



CATCH OF THE YEAR 

Located in Manhattan’s Meatpacking District, 
Catch attracts an A-list crowd including Jay-Z 
and Beyonce, who are fans of the seafood 
cuisine prepared by chef Hung Huynh, winner of 
US cooking show Top Chef. Now UAE foodies 
have the chance to sample the 

restaurant’s mammoth menu with 
the opening of the first 
international outpost of the 
Catch brand at The 
Fairmont Dubai this April. 
Following its American 
counterpart. Catch 
Dubai will feature an 
open kitchen and 
shareable plates; think 
crab, salmon and miso 
sushi or salmon belly 
carpaccio. Emmgrp.com 




COUNT US IN Were very exeited about the openimj this month of/ii Quoz favourite 
Tom N Serfs latest eoneept, The Sum (fUs. Loeated near the World Trade Centre, the 
new loeation features a sourdough baker j, gourmet eafe and ecffee roaslery. Credited 
with revolutionising Dubai s eafe culture , we ll be visiting the massive new space as 
soon it opens to indulge in the perfect flat white. Tne.mmofmdubai.com 
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MAR/APR ISSUE 
ON SALE NOW 

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR 
DOWNLOAD ON THE APP STORE 







YE$ sign by 
artists Tim 
Noble and Sue 
Webster at the 
Semiramis hotel, 
Athens 





NIGHT A 
HIE MUSEUM 

Hotels with world-class art collections 
that let you skip the gallery 

LAURA BROWN 





•-r 


ESCAPE 


ATHENS, GREECE 

Semiramis 

With its lollipop bright interior and bold art 
work, the phrase, ‘Like a kid in a candy store’ 
pops instantly to mind when entering the 
lobby of the Semiramis hotel, part of the Yes! 
Hotels group. Located in the affluent and leafy 
suburb of Kifissia, Athens, the 5 1 room 
boutique hotel is the colourful brainchild of 
designer Karim Rashid and owner Dakis 
Joannou, who wanted a public setting to 
showcase his love for provocative contemporary 
art. Competing for attention with the acid 
pink, lime green and turquoise interior are 
works by artists such as Jeff Koons, Takashi 
Murakami and Su-En Wong. Overlooking the 
swimming pool is the Mediterranean 
restaurant, the ideal location for sipping 
cocktails while listening to the in-house DJ. 

From Dhs630 per night; Yeshotels.gr 



i 

SHUT UP... 

Taking pride of piace in the 
Semiramis Hotei foyer Shutup 
by Michaei Beviiacqua is a 
visuai diary of his artistic 
influences including album 
srs, fashion house logos 
cartoon characters. 



BEIJING, CIIINAHotel Eclat 

Think Centre Pompidou meets the Pyramids in 21st century Beijing. The stunning glass empire is 
home to original sculptures and paintings from Western art greats such as Salvador Dali, Pierre 
Matter and Andy Warhol alongside Eastern artists such as Chen Wen Ling, Gao Xiao Wu and Zou 
Liang. The works are thoughtfully positioned throughout the public and guest rooms of the 
boutique hotel, emphasising the building’s unique design. The hotel’s slick interior features metal, 
glass and wooden architectural details, whilst warm reds and darker colours set the tone for relaxing 
after hours. Ideal for both business and leisure travellers alike, all 100 rooms are equipped with high 
speed internet, Wi-Ei and a 24 hour butler service, while 20 luxurious suites offer guests their own 
private outdoor pool. From Dhs 1,060 per night; Eclathotels.com/beijing 
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FACE FORWARD 

Black and white portraits of 
Congolese boy soldiers by Guy 
Tillim decorate the walls outside the El 
Fenn restaurant. The photographer 
started his career as a reporter, but 
soon traded his pen for a camera to 
capture powerful images of the 
troubled region of Africa 


Soldiers by 
Guy Tillim, 






Bit) 
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MARRAKESH, MOROCCO 

El Fenn 

Behind an unassuming doorway in the heart of 
the bustling Marrakesh medina, El Fenn is an 
art-filled boutique hotel centred round a lush 
sun-bathed courtyard. Gracing the jewel- 
coloured walls is an impressive collection of 
works by the likes of Bridget Riley, Fred 
Pollock and Hassan Hajjaj, all part of former 
gallerist and co-owner Vanessa Bransons 
extensive private art collection. The 28-room 
property underwent a full refurbishment last 
year and the results are spectacular; a unique 
blend of Moorish architecture and modern 
design, the richly decorated rooms feature 
kilim covered beds, vivid tadelakt bathrooms 
and hand carved ceilings. In the courtyard, two 
Carrara marble-lined pools are surrounded by 
day-beds and a fire-pit, while the rooftop 
boasts a third pool, Berber-tented lounging 
area and some of the best views in town, 
including of the Atlas mountains. From 
Dhs735 per night; El-fenn.com 
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Femmes 

metamorphosees 
by Salvador Dali, 




^ SURREALIST ■ 
GUEST ^ 

Salvador Dali himself loved spending 
time in hotels; each year he rented a 
suite at Le Meurice, Paris, for a month. 
His behaviour there could often be 
surrealistic; he once demanded a herd of 
. sheep be brought to his room, which 
',5^ heshot with a gun filled with A 
blank bullets. Another time, he 
- — requested a horse J 


Dolder Grand 

As art aficionados breathe in the fresh mountain air on arrival at The 
Dolder Grand, the luxury five star Zurich retreat welcomes with open 
arms. Making a bold first impression in the lobby is one of Andy 
Warhols largest works, Big Retrospective Painting, 1979/1980 which 
hangs over the front desk. Its just one of more than 100 (and counting) 
museum- worthy artworks, mainly from the private collection of Urs 
Schwarzenbach, which represent an eclectic array of styles, genres and 
periods. Guests can borrow an iPad from reception for a self-guided tour 
of painted works by Marc Quinn and sculpture by Keith Haring, while 
those dining in two-Michelin-starred, The Restaurant, will be treated to 
a Salvador Dalf, a Gerhard Richter and four Camille Pissaro paintings. 

From Dhs2,l40 per night; Thedoldergrand.com 
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NEW" 

UNITED STATES 


Gramercy Park Hotel 

Set in one of the most coveted areas of 
Manhattan and providing exclusive access 
to New York City’s only private park, the 
Gramercy s bohemian charm has attracted 
the world’s artists, literati and intellectuals 
since it first opened its doors back in 1925. 
Redesigned in 2006 by Ian Schrager, with 
the support of legendary artist and film 
director Julian Schnabel, the hotel was 
transformed into an eclectic art-filled haven. 
The ever-changing collection favours 
contemporary American masters - think 
Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquiat and 
Tom Wesselmann - whose hallmarks 
include bold palettes, oversized imagery and 
the use of unconventional materials. The 
decor of the hotel’s 185 rooms is 
unashamedly opulent with velvet- 
upholstered headboards, tapestry-covered 
chairs and leather- topped tables. The hotel 
is also home to a fantastic rooftop restaurant 
along with two lavish bars. From Dhsl,570 
per night; Gramercyparkhotel.com 




Volterrano Suite with 
restored 19th century 
Chinese wallpaper and 
17th century frescoes 
painted by Baldassare 
Franceschini 


)yal Suite with a 
ceiling and T 
nal 18th century 
Capodimonte' , ’'i "A\ 
i ceramic floor by 

Ignazio Chiaiese.''^ ♦ - 


GOLD PLATED 

For a unique view of 
Fiorence's modern day 
artisans, dine on the city's 
signature arch bridge, Pont 
Vecchio. The hotei has 
exciusive access to the terra( 
overiooking jeweiiery 
boutique Dante Cardini, 
where guests can induige in 
meai featuring an unusuai 
ingredient: goid 


EE()RENCE,ITAEY 

Four Seasons Hotel Firenze 

Harking back to Florence’s former glory, this luxury hotel on the edge 
of the city offers guests the rare opportunity to view historical artworks 
in their original context. Frescoes, bas-reliefs, stuccoes and silk 
wallpapers have been carefully restored to their original beauty after 
years of painstaking restoration. Occupying two restored Renaissance 
buildings - a 15th century palazzo and a I6th century convent - set 
within one of the largest Florentine gardens, the hotel’s 116 bedrooms 
are highly decorated in warm Tuscan yellows and greens. One of the 
most impressive rooms is the Volterrano suite; the 1 9th century 
Chinese wallpaper depicting a scenic panorama of trailing flowers and 
exotic birds is a rare example of the nobility’s historical fascination with 
all things Oriental. The Four Seasons is also home to Florence’s only 
in-hotel spa, which uses the evocative Santa Maria Novella products, 
with formulas dating to the 13th century. From Dhs2,280 per night; 
Fourseasons. com/Florence 
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If there s one way to travel in style this 
spring, its in Bentleys new Continental 
GTV8, says RUE KOTHARI 


I f you’re into conspicuous (fuel) 

consumption, then there’s nothing that 
will catch the eye more than the 
quartzite glint of your new Bentley 
GTV8 as it cruises past passe Cayennes 
and boarish Range Rovers to make light work of 
the route to the Musandam Peninsula. It’s the 
first stop on our weekend jaunt to Oman, a few 
days to soak up the serenity at the Six Senses 
Zighy Bay before trailing up the mountains to 
the Alila Jabal Akhdar to experience a very 
different landscape. 

But it’s not just about the destination. We’re 
regulars at both hotels; the staff know us by first 
name and we’re comfortable enough to walk 
through the door and dispense with shoes and 
formality just as quickly. This time it’s all about 
the ride. And what a beast this Bentley is. Put 
the accelerator into full throttle and you’ll hear 
it; a delicious rumble that seems to fill the cabin 
in one single, sumptuous moment. I believe it’s 
what they call the thrill of the drive. 

While the Bentley may be more ubiquitous 


here than in most regions of the world, this 
doesn’t in any way dilute the experience of 
driving one. This lean performance car is all 
about masculine good looks; the muscular 
haunches, determined front end with mesh grille 
and the famous winged-B fearlessly leading the 
way. Inside, you’re cosseted in quilted red 
leather, cross-stitched by hand in contrast white 
with polished walnut dash, and with a console 
panel blessedly free of confusing technology. 
There won’t be much here that you’ll need to 
discover; the accent 
is on complete 
comfort. Because 
after all, if you’re 
taking your Grand 
Tourer on a, well, 
grand tour, then it’s 
unequivocally all 
about the visceral 
experience. 

One thing it’s 
important to 


mention is that this is no family car. Don’t 
plump for the GT version of the Gontinental if 
you trail hubby and three kids in your wake. Yes, 
they could theoretically fit; assuming Mr. You 
doesn’t need maximum legroom and your kids 
are low on the BMI scale. This is ‘hot couple’ 
terrain. Despite the depth of the boot, it won’t 
accommodate four suitcases, a stroller and a full 
complement of blow-up beach accoutrements. 
Instead, it’s the perfect size for twin LV cases, 
plus a weekend bag or two. 
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Once youVe programmed 
your sat-nav you’re ready to go. 

The GT’s drive experience is 
utterly seamless. The all-wheel 
drive gives you precision 
control and if you’re too lazy to 
fiddle with the paddle shift, it’s 
dream sailing all the way to 
Zighy Bay. Here’s where you 
may want to watch it. The 
passage from the main 
mountain road to the entrance 
to the resort is rough and stony, and with a low 
profile car you may risk a few nicks on your 
paintwork; so make like the proverbial tortoise 
and take it slow and steady. 

Door to door, the journey shouldn’t take more 
than two hours, depending on how clogged the 
Corniche border control is. But on arrival, you’re 
highly encouraged to take full advantage of the 
resort’s particular brand of barefoot luxury. We 
suggest bagging one of the rustic bungalows that 
opens directly out onto the sea so you can lay in 
your pool, cocktail in hand and watch the sun 
set over the bay. The hotel can organise an 
in-villa barbeque if you’re feeling lazy; the perfect 
way to prepare for a long drive the next day. 

Six Senses is a spa brand, so we suggest opting 
for a signature massage after breakfast to ease 
you into the day - for you’ll have a long drive to 
Nizwa, high up in the Jabal Akhdar mountains. 
The route can be a little tricky, but they are 
experts at providing driving directions, so don’t 
be afraid to pass the buck. Our advice is to stock 
up on water and snacks for the journey; for once 
you finally arrive at Muscat, it’s still another 
three hours to your destination - five hours in 
total. And don’t forget to bring some music as 
there is little chance of radio transmission in the 


mountains (the car has a CD changer - for those 
still stuck in the last century). If not - I’m sure 
there’s an iPod dock somewhere, although after 
much searching we weren’t able to find it. 

There is one thing in the car that’s definitely 
worth looking for. If you start to feel the burn of 
the long haul drive, fumble for the control panel 
of buttons on the left side of your seat, where 
you’ll discover the massage function. The rolling 
electronic fingers will soon soothe away any 
motor stress. And if you’re brave enough on the 
long open road that cuts through the dramatic 
desertscape, then open up that throttle and 
notch up the speedometer. Top speed is 303kph 
- and while we certainly don’t advocate breaking 
the speed limit, you would be remiss not to put 
this performance prowler through its paces. It’s 
the most fun you’ll have behind a wheel. 

When you arrive at the hotel, you might 
finally be willing to hand over the keys to the 
valet (for the night at least), before plunging 
straight into the black granite infinity pool 
overlooking one of the most spectacularly 
rugged mountain ranges in the region. 

Six Senses Zighy Bay from Dhs3,900 per night; 
Sixsenses.com. Alila Jabal Akhdar from Dhs 1,380 
per night; Alilahotels.com. 



Swimwear, 

Dhsl,075, 

Melissa 

Odabash 


Bag, 

Dhs9,160, 


Scarf, 

Dhsl,950, 

Hermes 


Espadrilles, 
Dhs2,140, Chanel 


ESC4PE 

SCENIC DRIVES: 

MUST SEES 



JEBEL HAFEET, AL AIN 

The country’s second largest mountain, 
standing tall at just over a kilometre, is only a 
90-minute drive from Dubai. Situated south of 
the Al Ain border with Oman, an impressive 
highway leads up the mountain to a 
breathtaking view of the city. Best visited at 
sundown during the cooler months of the year, 
so make sure you bring a warm jacket. 



SHEIKH ZAYED GRAND 
MOSQUE, ABU DHABI 

The roads to Abu Dhabi may not be the 
region’s most exciting, but it’s worth the drive 
to visit the UAE’s most spectacular mosque. 
Astonishing features include the world’s largest 
mosque dome, the biggest hand-knotted 
carpet and a 12 ton Swarovski chandelier. 





HERITAGE VILLAGE, 
FUJEIRAH 

The emirate of Fujeirah is home to a 360 year 
old fort that lies on a hill surrounded by old 
town houses and fishing boats made from palm 
fronds. The road is level enough for a non 4x4 
and, being only an hour drive from Sharjah, is 
the ideal jaunt for the whole family. 
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Weekend whirl 

0 


JULIA MAILE discovers a charming village 
atmosphere in the heart of bustling Beirut 


E very cosmopolitan city seems to have one; a 
neighbourhood with a village feel, where 
designers, artists and foodies congregate, 
offering an enviable mix of boutiques, 
pop-up restaurants and art installations all 
within an easy walk of each other. In London, its 
Marylebone; despite being in the thick of the action, it still 
retains a cosy vibe with independent restaurants and shops 
such as Chiltern Firehouse and La Fromagerie drawing us 
back time and again. In Paris, we can lose hours strolling 
around Le Marais, exploring the areas many vintage 
boutiques and concept stores. 

And as we discovered on our recent weekend jaunt to 
Lebanon, Beirut has such a neighbourhood of its own. 
Situated in the historic Ashrafieh, Saifi Village shares the 
same vibe as Marylebone and Le Marais, with design lovers 
and foodies staking claim to the pedestrianised alleys. 

Eager to explore the area, we book into the city’s hottest 
new boutique hotel, O Monot. Located a short five minute 
walk from the village on the distinctly French-flavoured 
Monot Street, the independent property opened in 2014 
after being brought up-to-the-minute with a sensational 
renovation. The result is 41 superbly styled rooms and 
suites. Don’t expect any over- the- top Middle Eastern bling 
here; instead of the usual swathes of marble, the look is chic 
and understated. The rooms are light and airy, with grey 


From the top: 

guest room at 
0 Monot hotel; 
the rooftop pool; 
salmon bilini, 
quinoa salad and 
goats cheese 
medallion at Gilt; 
the interior of Gilt 


and white furniture complemented by bold art work and 
^ mood lighting. The chic bathrooms feature a walk-in 
power shower and Jacuzzi separated from the bedroom by 
a glass wall with an electronic blind. 

After devouring the welcome plate of macaroons and 
brownies we find in our room on arrival, we head up to the 
hotel’s best kept secret; its rooftop. Featuring stunning 
views of the sea and Beirut skyline, it’s home to a bar, 
private dining cabana and swimming pool. We spend a 
lazy couple of hours chilling poolside, before dining 
alfresco on a light lunch of poached salmon with asparagus 
from the short but sweet menu. 

Then it’s time for a stroll around the cobbled streets of 
Saifi Village. The Quartier des Arts is home to more than 
50 boutiques and restaurants, and highlights include 
Bazaar Interiors cover star Nada Debs’ furniture gallery and 
Oumnia concept store, which stocks hand-knotted carpets, 
delicate textiles and colourful vintage home accessories 
that owner Nivine Maktabi collects during her travels. 

Rumbling stomachs take us to upscale Saifi restaurant 
Gilt, which is the latest creation from renowned 
restaurateur, Marwan Keyrouz. Designed by architect 
Issam Barhouch, the restored historic building has been 
given an elegant makeover including an impressive vintage chair installation 
dominating the foyer, and lighting by PSLAB. We perch at the bar and are 
instantly treated to the famed Lebanese hospitality, with local residents 
giving us tips on the hottest new nightlife spots. Offering a fusion of 
Mediterranean, Asian and Peruvian flavours, we dine on over-sized smoked 
salmon bilinis, sesame-crusted goats cheese medallions and Greek quinoa 
salad, all made with the freshest ingredients. 

On the advice of our new Lebanese friends, we head to nearby Harry’s 
Bar, where the newly-opened outpost of the legendary Venetian bar serves 
classic cocktails and a decadent Italian menu in lavish surrounds. Strolling 
back to O Monot later in the evening, we’re impressed that despite its 
bijoux size, Saifi Village certainly packs a powerful punch. From Dhs 1,650 
per night; Omonot.com 
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ESCAPE 


M5 



GO BANANAS 

Getting to Banana Island Resort is 
an adventure in itself, with the 
option to take a luxury ferry or 10 
minute helicopter ride. Recently 
opened in Doha, the latest resort 
from Anantara redefines luxury 
vacationing. The crescent-shaped 
island forms a long stretch of 
private beach, which is perfect for 
water-sport enthusiasts and 
families alike. The resorts dive 
centre offers fishing trips, wake- 
boarding and yacht cruises, while 
for those who prefer things on the 
drier side, there’s a nine-hole golf 
course, bowling alley and theatre. 
But what truly sets the resort apart 
is the Balance Wellness Centre. 
Boasting a botanical garden, 
oxygen fern room, and female-only 
hydro pool, it’s the only facility of 
its kind in the Middle East. 
Anantara.com 


ESCAPE 



Travel ideas for dreamy destinations 



NEWS 


FITSPIRATION 

If you’re in need of some motivation 
to get in shape pre-holiday, log on to 
newly launched Dubai-based website 
Sand and Smoke. Former Harper's 
Bazaar Arabia fashion and beauty 
director Sally Mathews has teamed up 
with luxury fashion marketing exec 
Ruthie Fischer to create the go-to 
guide for the latest high fashion 
active wear, fitness trends and 
healthy recipes. Sandandsmoke.com 




Roundie Towel, Dhs365, 
The Beach People 


JET SET.MTiile we never need an exeuse to fly to Milan, Salone del Mobile gives us 
one more reason to pay a visit to the fashion and design eapital this spring. Taking 
plaee fnmi/ipril 14-ig, the furniture fairs gyth edition will .showease the latest 
produeU from design compames around the world. Ako taking place is Euroluee, the 
biennial exhibition devoted to lighting, which coincides with UNESCXTs 
International Mar of Light. Salonemilano.it 
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1st Dibs Istdibs.com; (aHome +971 (0)4 434 
0877; Aati Abu Dhabi +971 (0)2 602 7337; Aati 
Dubai +971 (0)4 337 7825; Abu Issa abuissa. 
com; ACE aceuae.com Acrila acrila.com; Acne 
Studios acnestud ios.com; Adore +971 (0)4 337 
9920; Aerin at Neimanmarcus.com; Agent 
Provocateur Home at Harvey Nichols; Air 
Diem at Bloomingdale’s; Airpiant man 
airplantman.com; Aiessi alessi.com; Aiephya 
alephya.com; Aiexander McQueen 
alexandermcqueen.com; Ai Huzaifa Furniture 
+971 (0)4 336 6646; Aitreforme altreforme. 
com; Alsohome alsohome.com; Amara amara. 
com; Amazon amazon.com; Amy Hunting and 
Oscar Narud huntingandnarud.com; Andrew 
Martin +971 (0)4 323 1388; Anna Badur 
annabadur.com; Anthoiogie Quartett 
anthologiequartett.de; AntoContent by 
Conran contentbyconran.com; Antoine 
Pheiouzat enostudio.net; Antonio Forteieoni 
rinascente.com; Amr Heimy amrhelmydesigns. 
com; Apaiser Apaiser.com; Acqua di Parma 
acquadiparma.com; Aqua Gaiiery aquagallery. 
com; Aquavision at Purity; Armani/Casa +971 
(0)4 437 3131; Armani Exchange +971 (0)4 339 
9472; Armani Hotei armanihotels.com; 
Artemide at Purity; Arteriors Home at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; Asprey asprey.com; 
Asprey Kempinski +971 (0)4 341 0000; Aster 
Fiowers+971 (0)50 868 0753; Athr Gaiiery 
athrart.com; Atmosphere Furnishing +971 
(0)2 666 5053; Atusyo et Akiko at 
atusyoetakiko.com; Aura B aura-b.com; 
Aureiie Bidermann at boutiquel; Avenue 
Interiors +971 (0)4 340 8955; Axis71 axis71. 
com; Azal +971 (0)4 330 0730; B&B Italia 
+971 (0)4 340 5797; B.B. Simon at Crystal 
Temptations Home; B5 The Art of Living +971 
(0)4 447 3973; Baccarat Lighting Showroom 
+971 (0)4 368 3584; Baccarat at Tanagra; 
Bagnodesign bagnodesign.org; Baituti +971 
(0)4 338 0745; Balmain +971 (0)4 351 2669; 
Baituti +971(0)4 338 0745; Baraka at Damas; 
Barovier & Toso at Modula Conceptio; Benetti 
benettiyachts.it; Bernardaud at Tanagra; Biden 
bidendesigns.com; Brink at Bloomingdale’s 
Home; Bil Arab! at Harvey Nichols; Bisazza 
+971 (0)4 204 5252; Bits and Pieces +971(0)2 
444 4120; Blablakids blablakids.com; Bleu 
Nature bleunature.com; Bliss Flowers 
blissdubai.com; Bloomingdales Dubai +971 
(0)4 350 5333; Blue Belle Gray at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; Bo Concept +971 (0)4 
341 4144; Bobbi Brown at Harvey Nichols; 
Bodie and Fou bodieandfou.com; Boca Do 
Lobo bocadolobo.com; Bocci bocci.ca; Boffi at 
Purity; Bokja at O’de Rose; Bolia bolia.com; 
Bonaldo bonado.it; Borsalino Hats borsalino. 


com; Boras Tapeter at D.Tales; Boucheron +971 
(0)4 341 0039; Boutique 1 +971 (0)4 425 7888; 
Brabbu brabbu.com; Brigitte Saby at 

artefactdecoration.com; Brokis brokis.cz; Bryan 
Turner Bryanturnerkitchens.com; Bulgari +971 
(0)4 352 0222; Bulthaup Bulthaup.com; By 
Koket bykoket.com; Burberry Prosum 
burberry.com; Burgundy Designs +971 (0)4 
338 8591; Burjuman Mall +971 (0)4 352 0222; 
C.Wonder cwonder.com; Calvin Klein 
calvinklein.com; Carwan Gallery carwangallery. 
com; Casafina Home Furniture +971 (0)4 345 
7070; Casapaiou +971 (0)4 338 8276; Caskata 
at Bloomingdale’s Home; Cassina cassina.com; 
Celine +971 (0)4 341 0585; Celine at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; Cesare Paciotti +971 
(0)4 339 8699; CFOC cfoc.fr; Chanel +971 (0)4 
382 7100; Charlotte Olympia at 
Bloomingdales; Chen Karlsson at D.Tales; 

Chloe at chloe.com; Christian Lacroix Maison 
christian-lacroix.fr; Christofle +971 (0)4 339 
8451; Christofle at Tanagra; Cities citiesdubai. 
com; Clark & Kensington at ACE; Cooee 
cooee.com; Comptoir 102 +971 (0)4 385 4555; 
Consentino Consentino.com; Contemporary 
Art Platform capkuwait.com; C. P. Hart Cphart. 
co.uk; Courtyard +971 (0)4 347 5050; Crate 
and Barrel +971 (0)4 399 0125; Cutler and 
Gross cutlerandgross.com; D.Tales +971 (0)4 
370 0520; D.I.Y Print shop diyprintshop.com; 
Dana Finnigan danafinnigan.com; Daum 
daum.fr; David Mellor davidmellordesign.com; 
De Gournay degournay.com; Debenhams +971 
(0)4 340 7575; Della Robbia at Bloomingdales; 
Delvaux delvaux.com; Dennis Parren 
dennisparren.nl; Designer’s Guild at Maison 
D’art; Design MobI +971(0)50 453 7375; Dries 
Van Noten at saksfifthavenue.com; De Vecchi 
devecchi.com, Diane Von Furstenberg Home 
at Bloomingdale’s Home; Dior +971 (0)4 323 
5322; Digitext digitext.com; Dina Shoukry at 
Bloomingdale’s; Dinosaur Designs 
dinosaurdesigns.com; Diptyque +971 (0)4 330 
8423; Discover & Deliver discoverdeliver.com; 
Doettling at B5 The Art of Living; Dolce & 
Gabbana +971 (0)4 330 8577; The Dolder 
Grand thedoldergrand.com; Dornbracht 
dornbracht.com; Doshi Levien doshilevien. 
com; Dr Martens drmartens.com; Dr Vranjes at 
Harvey Nichols; Draenert draenert.de; The 
Dubai Mall thedubaimall.com; Dubois Yachts 
duboisyachts.com; Ebel ebel.com; Eclat Hotel 
eclathotels.com; Eddie Handmade 
eddiehandmade.com; Ego Paris egoparis.com; 
Eicholtz at Bloomingdale’s Home; 
Elcestockholm elcestockholm.com; Elegant 
Home +966 (0)2 657 7177; Elemis at 
Bloomingdale’s; El Fenn el-fenn.com; Elitisat 


Lelievre; Elizabeth Cole at sophiescloset.comi; 

Emery & Co emeryetcie.com; Emilio Pucci 

emiliopucci.com; En Vogue +971 0(4) 340 
0559; Eres eresparis.com; Erickson Beamon 
at Symphony; Erik Bertell erikbertell.com; 
ErKens & Company at kensandcompany.com; 
Essie at N.Bar +971 0(4) 346 1100; Esteban 
estebanparis.com; Ethan Allen +971 (0) 4 330 
8871; Etro +971 (0)4 330 8774; Exotica 
Furnitures Trading +971 (0)4 328 8897; Fab 
fab.com; Fabio Lucian! fabioluciani.com; 
Faberge faberge.com; Faden Trading +966 
(0)1 482 6615; Fadi Sarieddine fadisarieddine. 
com; Fameed Khalique fameedkhalique.com; 
Fendi +971 (0)4 339 9782; Fendi Casa at Aati; 
Fermoie fermoie.com; Finasi +971 (0)4 297 
1777; Flos at Baituti, Fornasetti fornasetti.com; 
Foscarini foscarini.com; Four Seasons Hotel 
fourseasons.com; Four Seasons Ramesh 
Gallery +971 (0)4 334 9090; Francis Sultana 
francissultana.com; Francois Champsaur 
champsaur.com; Francoise Bernard 
croisements.com; French Bedroom Company 
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk; Freya Daisjo 
freyadalsjo.com; Foscarini foscarini.com; 

Friday Project fridayproject.com; Fritz Hansen 
at Gemaco; Fromental at Lelievre; Frost 
Boutique +971 (0)4 345 5690; Furla at 
Bloomingdale’s; Furffurf.com.br 
Gabriella B gabriellab.com; Gaggenau 
Gaggenau.com; Galanter and Jones 
galanterandjones.com; Galeries Lafayette +971 
(0)4 339 9933; Gallery Libby Sellers 
libbysellers.com; Gaydamak 
gaydamakjewellery.com; Ghassan Salameh 
ghassansalameh.com; Giardini 
giardiniwallcoverings.com; Ginger and Jagger 
gingerandjagger.com; Glad gald.ch; Glass is 
tomorrow glassistomorrow.eu; Golran golran. 
com; Gottling Design +971 (0)50 260 3220; 
Graham & Brown grahambrown.com; 
Gramercy Park Hotel gramercyparkhotel.com; 
Green Works Nursery +971 (0)4 374 4544; 
Gucci +971 (0)4 339 8712; Gwenael Lewis at 
Bocci; H&M hm.com; HaBa at kidzincdubai. 
com; Hacker Kitchens +971 (0) 4399 0425; 
Halo at Marina Home Interiors; Hansgrohe 
+971 (0)4 332 6565; Harlequin harlequin.uk. 
com; Harvey Nichols +971 (0)4 409 8888; 
Haviland haviland.fr; Helen Edwards 
helenedwards.com; Hermes +971 (0)4 351 1190; 
Hermes Arts De La Table +971 (0)4 339 9316; 
Herve Van Der Straeten vanderstraeten.fr; 
Hoss Intropia net-a-porter.com; Hossien 
Rezvani hosseinrezvani.com; House of 
Hackney houseofhackney.com; Hublot hublot. 
com; Hugo Passos hugopassos.com; Hiilsta at 
huelsta.com; Ici et la icietla.com; II Gufo ilgufo. 
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com; II Riccio capripalace.com; Illume at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; IKEA ikea.com; IKON 
House +971 0(4) 388 1848; Iman Global Chic 
hsn.com; Iman Home imanhome.com; India 
Mahdavi at Comptoirl02; Indigo Living +971 
(0)4 346 6934; Inigo Elizalde 
inigoelizalclerugs.com; Infinite Technologies 
infinitetechnologies.com; interior360 +971 
(0)4 388 1535; interiors furniture +971 (0)4 
337 0116; ippolita at Harvey Nichols; ipek 
Kotan ipekkotan.com; irony home +971 (0)4 
434 0166; italia independent at 
Bloomingdale’s; ivan Grundl ivangrundahl.dk; 
J.Crew jcrew.com; J.K Placejkcapri.com; Jadis 
+971 (0)4 347 4233; Jardins at Bloomingdale’s 
Home; Jashanmal Home +971 (0)4 325 3808; 
Jean-Marc Gadyjeanmarcgady.com; Jean 
Prouvejeanprouve.com; Jeffrey Campbell at 
shopbop.com; Jeremy Colejeremycole.net; 
Jibjibds.com; Jimmy Choo +971 (0)4 339 
8925; Johnson Tiles +971 (0)4 430 1355; 
Jonathan Adlerjonathanadler.com; Jo Malone 
+971 (0)4 341 7057; Jones the Grocer +971 
(0)4 346 6886; Jotunjotun.com/me; Julia 
Knight at Bloomingdale’s Home; 
Kaleidoscopebymimi kaleidoscopebymimi. 
com; Kaikado japan handmade.com; Karen 
Chekerdjian at O’de Rose; Kanebo kanebo. 
com; Karim Mekhtigian karimmekhtigian.com; 
Karim Rashid at Bo Concept; Kartell at 
Galeries Lafayette; KAS Australia +971 (0)4 
359 0503; Kate Hume at whenobjectswork. 
com; Kelly Hoppen kellyhoppen.com; KEK 
Amsterdam kekamsterdam.nl; Kenzo Maison 
at Aati; Kevin Reilly kevinreilly.com; Kettal 
kettal.com; Kidz Inc +971(0)4 328 5775; Kim 
Dohoon atcfoc.fr; Koket Koket.com; 

Kollektion & Co +971 (0)4 330 6899; Kosta 
Boda kostaboda.com; UArtisan Parfumeur 
+971 (0)4 434 3134; UObjet at Tanagra; La 
Perla laperla.com; Lakelands +971 (0)4 602 
3000; Lalique at Tanagra; La Mer at Harvey 
Nichols; La Mere Culinaire lamereculinaire. 
com; Lanvin +971 (0)4 330 8008; Lara Bohinc 
larabohinc.com; Laura Ashley Home +971 (0)4 
325 3245; Lawrie Shabibi lawrieshabibi.com; 
Lawson Robb lawsonrobb.com; Le Labo 
leleabofragrances.com; Lelievre +971 (0)4 339 
4645; Lent! paolalenti.it; Levels L at D.Tales; 
Lifestyle +971 (0)4 325 3150; Lladro +971 (0)4 
339 8732; Ligne Roset +971 (0)4 339 3535; 
Linda Farrow at Boutique 1; Little Angels +971 
(0)4 439 2306; Little Greene littlegreene.com; 
Little Living littleliving.com.au; Louis Poulsen 
louispoulsen.com; Louis Vuitton +971 (0)4 341 
4462; Loyal Lutt at D.Tales; LSA Serve at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; Lumas Gallery 
ae.lumas.com; Lumitrix lumitrix.com; Lux 
Deco luxdeco.com; Lux Living +973 1 758 7701; 
Magimix at Tavola; Maikel Tawadros 
maikeltawadros.com; Maison Christian Lacroix 
at Maison D art; Maison Martin Margiela 
maisonmartinmargiela.com; Mall of the 
Emirates +971 (0)4 409 9000; Marc Jacobs 
marcjacobs.com; Marina Home interiors +971 
(0)4 341 0314; Marjorie Skouras at Inspirations 



L 


\ittle mirrors on the wall, admire 

the fairest of them all at THE ONE 


Decor; Matthew Williamson at stylebop.com; 
Marni marni.com; Melissa Odabash odabash. 
com; Meike meikeharde.com; Mercato Mall 
+971 (0)4 344 4161; Michael Wainwright at 
Bloomingdale’s Home; Miele +971 (0)4 341 
844; Minotti at Aati; Mirdiff City Centre +971 
(0)4 800 6422; Missoni Home at Harvey 
Nichols; Miu Miu netaporter.com; Molteni&C 
molteni.it; Moooi at Superstudio; Moser 
moser-glass.com; Moschino at Harvey Nichols; 
Motif at Bloomingdale’s Home; Mowlem & Co. 
Mowlemandco.com; Muji muji.com; Mulberry 
mulberry.com; Munio muniohome.com; Munna 
munnadesign.com; Muriel Grateau 
murielgrateau.com; Muuto at D.Tales; Myla at 
Harvey Nichols; My Living Space 
mylivingspace.co.uk; My Wardrobe 
my-wardrobe.com; Nada Debs at Cities; 
Nakkash Gallery +971 (4)282 6767; Natural 
Decoration at Harvey Nichols; Natuzzi +971 
(0)4 338 0777; Neisha Crosland at The Rug 
Company; Neiman Marcus neimanmarcus. 
com; Neon Design Studios neo-stud ios.de; 
Nest nestfragrances.com; Net-a-porter 
net-a-porter.com; Neutra Neutradesign.it; 
Niftee niftee.ae; Noel noel-paris.com; Norman 
Copenhagen normancopenhagen.com; 
Nouran Lighting +971 (0)4 323 4660; O 
Monot Hotel omonot.com; Obegi Home 
Obegihome.com; Objects and Elements 
objectsandelementsgroup.com; Objekts of 
Design od.ae; Olli Mustikainen ollimustikainen. 
com; Omvivo Omvivo.vom; Organic Foods 
and Cafe +971 (04) 338 2911; Osborne & Little 
osborneandlittle.com; Oscar de la Renta 
Home oscardelarenta.com; Paul Smith at The 
Rug Company; Perfect Proportions 


perfectproportions.com; Persol persol.com; 

PF Emirates +971 (0)4 325 3074; Pieces by 
Farah at S*uce Gifts; Pierre Frey +971 (0)4 446 
4214; Ploh ploh.com; Pouenat pouenat.fr; 

Porta Romana at RAME Design Solutions; 
Pottery Barn +971 (0)4 325 3706; Preciosa 
+971 (0)4 883 8473; Prabal Gurung for Linda 
Farrow at Boutique 1; Pro Art Gallery +971 
(0)4 345 0900; Purity +971 (0)4 325 3737; Raj 
Tent Club rajtentclub.com; RAME Design 
Solutions +971 (0)4 447 2030; Reinier de 
Jong reinierdejong.com; Rodarte at The Rug 
Company; Rockett St. George 
rockettstgeorge.com; Rometti rometti.it; 
Rowen and Wren rowenandwren.co.uk; 

Rubelli rubellistudio.com; Sahcosahco.de; 
Saks Fifth Avenue +971 (0)4 501 2700; 
Sandberg sandberg.se; Sauce Rocks 
shopatsauce.com; Seiger seiger-germany.com; 
Seletti Seletti.it; Sephora +971 (0)4 339 9828; 
Stephaine Coutas stephaniecoutas.com; 
Studio Job studiojob.com; SuperStudio +971 
(0)4 323 3334; Tanagra +971 (0)4 324 2340; 
The Odd Piece the-oddpiece.com; THE One 
+971 (0)4 395 5889; THE One Fusion +971 
(0)4 3468977; The Rug Company +971 (0)4 
32 31161; The Urban Yogi theurbanyogi.me; 

The Beach People shaymartian.com; Tom 
Dixon tomdixon.net; Trussardi Casa trussardi. 
com; Utopia & Utility utopiaandutility.eu; 
Verreum verreum.com; Waterworks 
waterworks.com; Wedgwood wedgwood.co. 
uk; White Almonds +971 (0)4 457 0401; 
Whitehead Designs whiteheaddesigns.com; 
Yes Hotels yeshotels.gr; Yoo Home 
homebyyoo.com; Zara Home 
+971 (0)4 341 3171 
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DESIGN 

DNA 


Owner and creative director of 

Cities concept store, HAZEM ALJESR^ 
on design that breaks the rules 


I am constantly 
inspired by small moments of 
unexpected beauty and the energy I 
find in the people and places around me. 

People in the art and design world are so 
passionate about what they do, and I find that 
passion to be contagious and inspirational. I am 
most proud off my family and friends and the love 
we all have for one another, combined with the positive 
energy we all create and share in the lives we live. I have 
constructed a life for myself that allows me to share my 
inspiration with the people around me. To be able to inspire 
others in the appreciation of beauty is a powerful thing. The 
most important aspect off my job is ensuring that 
customers are happy with their experience in our store. In order 
to do that we work hard to keep up with the constantly changing 
world of art and design, and make sure that our store is a reflection 
of the new influences and items on the market. My design 
hero is any designer who is able to combine passion, vision and 
good craftsmanship into one perfect piece. Some of my favourite 
designers include Nada Debs, Christopher Duffy, Boca do 
Lobo, Tom Dixon and Alma de Luce. I lOVe the pure 
elegance of a simple yet sophisticated space with lighting 
that completes the atmosphere. Lighting is an aspect of decor 


that is often overlooked, but the right lighting can really make a space coherent. My home iS my sanctuary. It is the space 
where I am the most comfortable and happy, surrounded by all of the things I love. I collect a lot of items in my travels. 


and display them in my home. So looking around my house, I can remember where I have been, and all of the 
amazing experiences I have been lucky enough to have. My Wardrobo iS a reflection of who I am and who 


5 




I aspire to be. Like many people, my clothing is often representative of my personality and gives insij 
into who I am. I am a proponent of the idea that your clothing choices should reflect how you 
want to be perceived by others. The best advice I Can Offffer iS don’t be afraid to 
break the rules. Innovations and original ideas come to us when we stop following 
everyone else and instead follow our own instincts and passions. 

Creativity does not follow rules. 
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1. The Millennial 
Console by Maximo Riera; the 

combination of nature and modern 
man-made materials results in a visually 
interesting and complex piece. 

2. Floating Stool by Nada Debs; her work has 
become the standard, it’s always perfect. Her 
creations mesh with any style and space. 

3. Skateboard deck art by Fotis Gerakis; he is such 
a versatile artist and I love his use of colour. It’s an 
unusual medium for art and makes a great display. 
4. Weaved lamps by Nayef Francis; watching 
him develop as an artist is fascinating. All of his 
pieces are distinct and made with thought. 5. 

Red Jeans sculpture by Richard Orlinski; 

There is no better statement- 
making piece 
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Your destination for international design brands 

Kravet I Andrew Martin I Maison Des Fleurs I Riviere I Les Heritiers 
Serip I Alexander Lament I Taschen I Edition Bougainville 
Crystorama I Qlocktwo I Assouline I Barbarra Barry 
Guaxs I Welton I Councill I Jeronne Revon 
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